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Abstract

This research aimed to study the origins and significance of the traditional folk
performance known as rabam khlong chang (the capturing elephant dance) in Kamphaeng
Phet Province. A qualitative research approach was employed, utilizing document research and
interviews. The informants were individuals involved in rabam khlong chang, including local
scholars, performers, and academic experts, who were purposively selected, totaling 9
participants. The collected data were analyzed and presented through descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed no clear evidence regarding the exact origins of rabam khlong
chang in Kamphaeng Phet Province. However, an analysis of the local economic and social
contexts suggests that the performance dates back over a century. Its revival began in 1957 in
both Trai Trueng and Nakhon Chum Subdistricts. Local scholars and community leaders have
gathered knowledge, organized rehearsals, and developed various performance elements to
preserve and sustain this traditional folk art to the present day.Rabam khlong chang plays a
significant social and cultural role, serving as a medium for transmitting local knowledge and
wisdom from generation to generation. It brings joy to both performers and audiences, and
promotes the local economy through cultural activities and cultural tourism. Therefore, the
preservation and promotion of folk performing arts are crucial for the development and

reinforcement of Kamphaeng Phet Province’s cultural identity.

Keywords: performing arts, folk performance, rabam khlong chang, Kamphaeng Phet
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