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Abstract

This article aimed to develop a moral drama based on the classical Buddhist literature,
the Vessantara Jataka, to promote ethics and virtues. The scope focused on: (1) the Chuchok
and Kumara cantos, and (2) consultation with theatrical experts and scholars. A qualitative
research design was employed, involving the study and analysis of data from documents,
electronic media, and field study for data collection. The study consisted of four phases: (1)
data collection, (2) creative design and rehearsal, (3) quality assessment, and (4) dissemination
and follow-up.

The results showed a theatrical performance adapted from the Vessantara Jataka, with
the script modified to suit the performance duration. Characters conveyed emotions through
movement, gesture, and dialogue, accompanied by both vocal and instrumental music.
Costumes, stage sets, props, lighting, and sound were designed to reflect the characters'
narrative and social status. The final production was presented as both a public performance
and an educational medium, intended to cultivate moral values in young audiences and
nurture them to become responsible citizens capable of living harmoniously in society.

Keywords: creative media, moral drama, Vessantara Jataka
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