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Abstract

This article aimed to study the forms and evolution of u-ba dok mai that are used as
decorative elements on headdresses in Thai performing arts, specifically the khon and the
lakhon, from their initial appearance in royal court performances to the present day. Costumes

used in the khon and the (akhon are derived from royal regalia, including headdresses and
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floral ornaments. In traditional court documents, these ornaments were referred to as Dokmai
Fong. Uba refers to garlands composed of multiple strands of flowers arranged to enhance
beauty, with various forms. The most prominent one is the u-ba khaek phuang or Tao Rang.
Early u-ba were made primarily from fresh flowers. Likewise, dok mai that were created from
several types of flowers, including Thai eggplant flowers, papaya flowers, roses, and elaborately
sewn floral motifs. In contemporary practice, both fresh and artificial flowers are used.
Historically, dok mai that appeared on headdresses earlier than jewel ornaments. During the
early Rattanakosin period, particularly in the reign of King Rama I, such adornments were
restricted exclusively to royal court performances. Photographic evidence from the reign of
King Rama Il indicates that u-ba dok mai began to be used in general theatrical performances.
Earlier practices lacked standardized forms and relied heavily on fresh flowers. This study
identifies six distinct styles of u-ba dok mai that adornment. Among these, the style that has
remained prevalent is the gender-distinguished placement: male characters (Tua Phra) wearing
the u-ba dok mai that on the right side, and female characters (Tua Nang) on the left side.
In modern productions—particularly those reviving classical court costumes—the application
of u-ba dok mai that incorporates both early Rattanakosin models and newly developed
designs. These contemporary variations reflect aesthetic considerations and the creative

decisions of performance directors.
Keywords: dok mai that, Thai classical dance (the khon and the lakhon), headdress
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