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Abstract

This qualitative research study employed musicological research methods to investigate
the Isan folk music melodic pattern Lai Nok Sai Bin Kham Thung of Kalasin College of Dramatic
Arts. The study aimed to (1) examine the history and compositional process of Lai Nok Sai Bin
Kham Thung and (2) analyze its musical characteristics. Data were collected through document
analysis and fieldwork.

The findings revealed that Lai Nok Sai Bin Kham Thung was composed by Ajarn Pleung
Chairatsamee. The term “Nok Sai” refers to a bird found in northeastern Thailand that
resembles a woodpecker. The compositional concept was inspired by observations of the
bird’s rhythmic wing-flapping behavior, which was musically interpreted through the
characteristic “phap-phap” sound of its wings. The pong lang serves as the principal
instrument. The right hand performs the melody, while the left hand maintains the rhythmic
foundation by striking the lower-pitched bars to emphasize the main beats and subdivisions.

The musical analysis focused on the scale, melodic structure, phrases, cadential points,
and melodic contour. The melodic pattern employs a major pentatonic scale based on the
natural minor scale, or Aeolian mode, using scale degrees 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. The piece has a
single-section form (A), consisting of 8 musical lines and 16 phrases, with each phrase
containing 4 measures. Three principal melodic patterns were identified: (1) an alternating,
zigzag-like contour characterized by leaps between low and high pitches; (2) gradual
descending movement from high to low pitches; and (3) alternating ascending and descending
movement in the lower register. These characteristics demonstrate how observations of nature
were transformed into distinctive musical elements reflecting the identity of Isan folk music.

Keywords: Northeastern Thai Folk Music Patterns, Kalasin College of Dramatic Arts, Lai Nok Sai Bin Kham
Thung Pattern
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