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Abstract

“Nang Yai, " the traditional shadow puppetry of Thailand, is a long-standing cultural
heritage and a revered form of high-class performing art. It uniquely combines various artistic
disciplines, including dance, painting, sculpture, and music. Creating a Nang Yai production
requires meticulous precision and expertise on the part of the artisans to create valuable works
of art. In the past, Nang Yai performances often depicted the Ramakien, Thailand’s national
epic, using intricately carved puppets projected onto a cloth screen, accompanied by music
and narration to tell the story. However, Nang Yai performances have evolved over time to
keep pace with modern audiences. For instance, Mr Amphai Boonrod and the Wat Ban Don
Nang Yai troupe have expanded the scope of the art form by introducing greater diversity,
including reinterpreting the epic poem “Phra Aphai Mani” and adapting traditional Thai music
with contemporary music. An important example is the joint creation of the Nang Yai
performance “Sudsakorn Captures the Black Dragon Horse,” developed as part of a research
project focusing on the conservation and development of cultural heritage. This project was a

collaboration between the Wat Ban Don Nang Yai troupe and Mr. Noppon Jamreantong from
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the Faculty of Music and Performing Arts, Burapha University. This performance introduced
three newly created shadow puppets: 1) Sudsakorn (Nang Dern), 2) the Black Dragon Horse
(Nang Bettaret), and 3) Sudsakorn Capturing the Black Dragon Horse (Nang Jab). Creating the
shadow puppets combines traditional wisdom with modern techniques, such as sketching,
stencilling, painting, and attaching puppet clamps to make the puppets strong and ready for
the performance. The character designs are inspired by traditional Thai painting and enriched
with the imagination of the artisans, resulting in unique patterns that are consistent with and
enhance the storytelling experience. In addition, the performance blends traditional puppet
movements with horse dance elements to create new dimensions and experiences for the
audience. This contemporary puppet performance beautifully integrates traditional wisdom
with modern artistic style. It also reflects the importance of preserving and developing Thai

puppetry to remain relevant, accessible, and sustainable for all audiences.

Keywords: large shadow puppets (Nang Yai), Wat Baan Don, contemporary shadow puppetry,

Sudsakorn Captures the Black Dragon Horse
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