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Abstract

This paper will study the Devanika or Vat Luong Kau inscription found in Vat Luong Kau
at an ancient city near Vat Phou of Champasak Province, Laos. Data were analysed using the Kavya
concept of Sanskrit literature. The study indicates that the Sanskrit inscription, written in prose
and poetry, is of “Campi Kavya” type. Its beautiful literary style corresponds to the Indian Kavya,
and contains many references to Mahabharata. The Campt Kavya style of writing shows that these
were not Pre-Angkorian inscriptions. This study also reveals that Sanskrit, which came with Indian

civilization to Southeast Asia at the beginning of the 5™ century, was the language most in use.

Keywords: Devanika inscription, Vit Luong Kau inscription, Kavya, literary value
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