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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the current state, need and way of enhancing knowledge,
awareness and behavior of using chemical pesticides in the household of farmers who grew tobacco, 2) to create a
strategy to enhance knowledge, awareness and behavior of using chemical pesticides among the tobacco farmers in
their household, and 3) to examine the results of implementing the strategy to enhance knowledge, awareness and
behavior of using chemical pesticides among the tobacco farmers. The target group was tobacco farmers and the youth
in Ban Nakang village, Khounkham district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR totaling 40 people. The instruments used in
data collection were an interview guide, a questionnaire, a test, and a form for measuring awareness. Statistics used in
data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The findings of study were as follows:

1. The current state and need of the youth and farmers showed as follows: 1) In the aspect of knowledge
about using chemical pesticides, both the youth and farmers assessed their own knowledge at moderate level; the
youth needed to be developed in knowledge at moderate level, while the farmers needed at the highest level. 2) In the
aspect of awareness in using chemical pesticides, the youth had their awareness at high level; while the farmers at the
highest level. And 3) in the aspect of appropriate behavior in using chemical pesticides, the youth assessed themselves
that they had their appropriate behavior at the highest level, while the farmers at high level. As for the ways to the
development that were proposed in the questionnaire by this author, it was found that both the youth and farmers
agreed with them for every particular at the highest level; except the particular in giving a bit of knowledge through
the wire broadcasting, the farmers agreed with it at high level.

2. The created strategy aiming to enhance knowledge, awareness and behavior in using chemical pesticides by
the household of tobacco farmers in Ban Nakang village, Khounkham district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR consisted
of essential activities such as training both theoretical and practical, and producing a manual of using chemical pesticides for
study by members of the household of tobacco farmers themselves.

3. The results of experiment in using the strategy showed the following: 3.1 Both the youth and farmers
had significantly higher knowledge, awareness and behavior of using chemical pesticides after implementation of the
strategy than those before the treatment at the .01 level. And 3.2 Both the youth and tobacco farmers were satisfied
as a whole with their participation in activities of the training project for enhancing their knowledge and awareness of

using chemical pesticides at high level.
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