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ENHANCING KNOWLEDGE AND AWARENESS OF CONSERVING THE FOREST RESOURCES

IN THE NAM NGIEP—NAM MANG NATIONAL PROTECTED FOREST AREA THROUGH TRAINING
BY THE AIC TECHNIQUE: THE CASE STUDY OF THA HEUA VILLAGE, BOLIKHAN DISTRICT,
BOLIKHAMXAI PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the problem state of people’s conservation of forest
resources in the Nam Ngiep—Nam Mang National Protected Forest area. Tha Heua village, Bolikhan district, Bolikhamxai
province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 2) to examine the result of implementing the strategy to enhance
knowledge and awareness of conserving the forest resources in the Nam Ngiep-Nam Mang National Protection Forest
area. By using the technique AIC Training The sample in this study was 37 heads of households who lived in the Tha
Heua village. The instruments for collecting data were: 1) an interview guide of community context, 2) a test of
knowledge about conserving the forest resources, 3) a test of awareness of conserving the forest resources, 4) a paper
provided to supplement the training, and 5) a questionnaire asking satisfaction about the training. Statistics used to
analyze data were mean, percentage, standard deviation and dependent samples t-test.

The findings of study disclosed as follows:

1. The problem states of conserving the forest resources in the Nam Ngiep-Nam Mang National Protected
Forest area by people in Tha Heua village were: 1) There has been intrusion into the area for shifting cultivation; 2)
there has been legal and illegal deforestation; 3) there has been luxurious consumption of forest products, which
decreased the richness of forest and caused a loss of biodiversity, The forest and soil degradation; 4) there has been
erosion of soil on the slope which affected the balance of groundwater layers; 5) the amount of water in the river
dropped dramatically which affected agriculture and water consumption; 6) natural fish populations along the river has
declined; and 7) there has been a severe abuse of illegal hunting and fishing. The causes of afore-mentioned problems
stemmed from the lack of knowledge and awareness of people’s conservation of forest resources in the Nam Ngiep-
Nam Mang National Protected Forest area.

2. After implementation of the strategy, people had significantly higher knowledge and awareness of
conserving the forest resources in the Nam Ngiep-Nam Mang National Protected Forest area than those before the
implementation of it at the .01 level and passed the determined criterion with the high level of people’s satisfaction of

participation in various activities.
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