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COMMUNICATIONS TO INHERIT LOCAL LANGUAGE OF ETHNIC GROUP
AT SAKON NAKHON
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were ; 1) to study communication processes for dialect inheritance of ethnic
groups in Sakon Nakhon province, and 2) to study factors in dialect inheritance of ethnic groups in Sakon Nakhon
province. It was a qualitative research, by in-depth interview method. The key informants were consisted of (1) 25
elderly persons, (2) 5 local sages, (3) 25 children and youth, and (4) 2 academicians in local culture of Sakon Nakhon
province. They were selected by purposive sampling. Research tools were in-depth interview form. The data was
analyzed by content analysis.

The results showed that 1) Communication processes for dialect inheritance of ethnic groups in. Sakon Nakhon
province had 4 components, including sender, receiver, massage, and channel. Sender and Receiver were people living
in ethnic groups who had skills in understandable communication and could decode message. codes. They had positive
attitude toward their own dialects and ethnic groups Also, they had ability in passing on dialects through social systems,
cultures, values and believes in their communities. Elderly persons, the sender;, passed on their dialects by teaching
descendants that were children and youth, by using dialects as medium of communication. Message was dialects which
were used to communicate in daily life of each ethnic group. These dialects were Phu-Thai language, Yor language, So
language, Yoi language and Kalerng language. Because they are in'the same language family They only have different
accents, but it could be used to communicate within one ethnic group or between different ethnic groups, excluding for
So language. It could not be used to communicate between different groups because of language family. Channels in
each ethnic group were talking, broadcast tower, speakers who used dialects in traditional festivals and local media
which used dialects through radio to encourage -and enhance the existing identity to be more outstanding. 2) Factors in
dialect inheritance of ethnic groups in Sakon Nakhon province were family and society, including schools, friends and
media. These factors had effects on each-other in encouraging people in ethnic groups to absorb and accept their

dialects until they could use them for communication.
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