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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the background of the Phuthai ethnic group in Nabua
Village, KhokHinHae Sub-District, RenuNakhon District, NakhonPhanom Province; (2) economic, social and cultural
changes that have occurred within the group; and (3) factors that affected those changes.

This was a qualitative research based on interviews with 24 key informants, consisting of 3 community
leaders, 13 villagers, 3 knowledgeable persons, 2 former members of the Communist Party of Thailand, and 3 civil
servants. Data were collected using an interview form, an observation form, and a community survey form: Data were
analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The term “Phuthai” originally meant Lao or Dao people who.came from Muang
Tang-Muang Lai in the Sibsongjuthai region (present day Dien Bien Phu in northern Vietnam). The Thai spelling of the
name “Phuthai” was changed after the rise of the Thai empire and it now means “a group of Thai people.” The
Phuthai in Baan Nabua moved there from Baan Pone Sao Ae, also in RenuNakhon 'District, and established the
community in 1891. (2) Economic changes in the community included changes-in production, consumption, allocation,
exchange, production technology, and trade, which changed to be more dependent on external markets that were
capitalist and consumerist. Social changes included changes in social groups, the family, the community, social classes
and associations, such as a change from primarily extended families to mainly nuclear families. Cultural changes
included changes in values, religion, language, entertainment,- education, communications, science, politics and public
health, such as a switch to using modern medicine more-than traditional healers. (3) The main factors that affected
these changes were the internal factors of environmental and ecological factors and the external factors of government

policies and politics.
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