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THE CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES OF LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) to develop learning management strategy for learning social studies
using brained-based learning by integrating Buddhism instruction, and 2) to study the implementation of the strategy
used to develop critical thinking skill of lower secondary school students. The research was divided into 3 phases. Phase
1 was to investigate problems in social studies instruction by using a questionnaire for 56 secondary school teachers and
using an interview for 5 experts in social studies instruction. The data were analyzed by percentage, mean and
standard deviation. Phase 2 was to develop the propose strategies of learning management model and the strategy
was verify by 5 experts. Phase 3 was to study the result of the management strategy for learning Social studies using
brain base learing by integrating Buddhism instruction to enhance the critical thinking ability of lower secondary school
students. A sample was selected from Mathayomsuksa 2 students in Sokkarmvittaya School, Bungan Province. The
sample group consisted of a control group and an experimental group. Each group contained 35  students who were
studying social study in semester 1 of the academic year 2014. This experiment used the cluster random sampling. The
research instruments were: 1) Lesson plans, 2) a social studies achievement test, and 3) a critical thinking test. The
data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation and the hypothesis test using the t test for independent groups.
The findings of this research were as follows:

The strategy of learning management for learning Social studies using brain base learning by integrating
Buddhism instruction to enhance the critical thinking ability of lower secondary school students developed by the
researcher comprised of 7 procedures: 1) study the issues based on the aspects of social studies, 2) to provide the data
and information based on the issues, 3) to analyze the relationship of each issue in social studies, 4) to know and
understand the problems in community and find the good ways to practice, 5) to plan the good way to practice, 6) to
operate the plan using group process, and 7) to do the presentation of the issues assigned and to exchange the
experiences. The evaluation of the experts found that the strategy of learning management Mean scores was 4.47,

which is appropriate in high level.
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The results of the study were as follows: 1) the student posttest scores on critical thinking skill in experimental
group was found significantly higher than the control group. 2) the student scores on critical thinking skill in
experimental group was 87.23, not less than a specified standard of 80 percent. 3) the student posttest scores on
social studies learning achievement in experimental group was found significantly higher than the control group scores.
4) the student scores on social studies learning achievement in experimental group was 82.85, not less than a specified

standard of 80 percent.
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