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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the current problem state of the effects on, and how to solve
the problems of, the community affected by the potash mining project — a case study in Thakhek district, Khammouane
province, Lao PDR, 2) to create a strategy to solve problems of the community affected by the potash mining project,
and 3) to assess the strategy of solving problems in the community affected by the potash mining project. A sample
selected by purposive sampling was 65 people. The instruments used in study were a semi-structured interview guide
and a rating scale questionnaire. Statistics used in data analysis were frequency percentage and standard deviation.

Findings of the study were as follows:

1. The current problem state of the effects on, and how to solve the problems of, the community affected
by the potash mining project were found that most of them or 18 respondents or 64.28% were males; 8 of them or
28.57% were in the 40-49 age range; 18 of them or 68.28% had their educational attainment at primary level; 13 of
them or 46.42% were farmers; 15 of them or 53.57% had their family members ranging from 1 to 5 people; 28 of
them or 100% had their property per year in form of the house; 13 of them or 46.42% had their family income of less
than 3,000,000 Kips; the average cultivated area consisted of about 3 hectares while the gardening and farming area
of about 5 hectares; each family had 3-5 cows, 5 pigs, 2 goats and 5 fouls in average; and the length of time they
lived in Thakhek district was in the 35-60 year range. The problem of the community affected by the potash mining
project was at high level. Considering it by aspect in order of 3 rankings from higher to lower means, it showed as
follows: the aspect of changing environment (mean = 3.94); the aspect of society the aspect of economics and the
aspect of health of people in the community Twenty-eight of them or 100% agreed with the suggestions on ways to
solve the problems of the community affected by the potash mining project in Thakhek district, Khammouane province,

Lao LPD.
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2. The created strategy to solve problems of the community affected by the potash mining project was
composed of 8 projects: 1) public relations and creating understanding to the public, 2) arrangement of participatory
activities in various forms for the public to learn how to practice and monitor the environmental effects, 3) using the
measures to direct and control mining activities under the rules and regulations and good practice for the government
agencies, 4) appointing the team to follow-up, restore and solve problems in the area efficiently and effectively, 5)
creating mechanisms for resolving grievances and conflict resolution at village and district levels, 6) building capacity for
local governments and communities to learn and creating understanding of the positive and negative effects leading to
the efficient surveillance of problem, 7) creating mechanisms for surveillance follow-up, and examination by the 4-side
associate system (public representatives, government sector, entrepreneurs and academics), and 8) adopting appropriate
technologies for treatment and rehabilitation of the areas affected by the potash mining project.

3. The result of assessment of the developed strategy to solve problems of the community affected by the
potash mining project by taking Thakhek district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR as a case showed that it was at high

level.
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