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STRATEGY TO ENHANCE KNOWLEDGE AND AWARENESS OF CONSERVING THE
WETLAND, KLUAY VILLAGE, PAKSAN DISTRICT, BOLIKHAMXAI PROVINCE, LAO
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the problem state of using the wet grassland, Kluay village,
Paksan district, Bolikhnamxai province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 2) to create a strategy to enhance knowledge
and awareness of conserving the wet grassland, 3) to examine the result of strategy implementation to enhance
knowledge and awareness of conserving the wet grassland. The group of informants in the stage of investigating the
problem state of using the wet grassland was village headmen, unit heads, and representatives of heads of the
households totaling 10 people. Data collecting was done through interviews. The sample in the stage of implementing
the strategy was heads of the 25 households totaling 25 people. The instruments for collecting data were: 1) a test of
knowledge about conserving the wet grassland, 2) a form for measuring awareness of conserving the wet grassland, 3)
a project on training for enhancing knowledge and awareness of conserving the wet grassland, 4) activity and
knowledge sheets, 5) a questionnaire asking satisfaction of getting trained. Statistics used to analyze data were mean,
percentage, standard deviation and t-test of dependent samples.

The findings of study disclosed as follows:

1. The problem states in using the wet grassland by people in Kluay village were: 1) The wet grassland
was filled, leveled and plowed for agriculture: 2) the wet grassland was filled for construction of buildings and houses;
3) the water source forest was invaded which caused the decrease of richness of the wet grassland, e.g. the decrease
of fish produce, the loss of biodiversity, the disappearance of birds and several kinds of animals, the change in chemical
properties of soil, and the decreased balance of the layers of underground water. In addition, the weeds spread
widely; 4) animals were hunt, birds shot, birds’ eggs collected and tortoises caught clandestinely; 5) using inappropriate
and severe methods of catching aquatic animals which caused a decrease of them; and 6) fish and animals were hunt
in the egg-laying season, which made the aquatic and wild animals decreased. The causes of the problems as
mentioned above arose from lack of knowledge and awareness of conserving the wet grassland.

2. The strategy to enhance knowledge and awareness of conserving the wet grassland employed the
participatory training process by the AIC technique.

3. After implementation of the strategy, people had significantly higher knowledge and awareness of
conserving the wet grassland than those before the implementation of it at the .01 level and passed the determined

criterion with the highest level of people’s satisfaction of participation in various activities.
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