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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a comparative study of the seam-si literature in Thailand and Laos. It dims to examine the
stylistic features of language, the content, and the reflection of society as well as another similarities and differences in
Thai and Laotian Seam-si literature. The results of this study indicate that Thai and Laotian seam-si literature employ
different stylistic features of language. While the Thai seam-si literature is written in a form of octameter poem
(klonsuphap), the Laotian seam-Si literature is presented in Laotian verse form (khaplao). However, the study shows
that the seam-si literature in both countries use the same presentation technique, with the beginning, the prediction,
and the ending respectively. In terms of their content, it is found that the prediction mostly focuses on ten main subject
matters as follows; (1) love, (2) luck, (3) lawsuits, (4) health, (5) pregnancy, (6) debt (debtor), (7) family circle, (8)
enemy, (9) work, and (10) lost property. The content indicates both fortunes and misfortunes.

In terms of the reflection of society, the analysis focuses on two main areas; the beliefs and the values of
people as shown in Thai and Laotian seam-si literature. The Thai seam-si literature reflects the beliefs of Thai people in
five main subject matters; (1) the belief in Buddhism, (2) the belief in astrology, (3) the belief in superstition; (4) the
belief in people’s personal characteristics, and (5) the belief inguidance spirit (known as khwan in Thai). On the other
hand, the Laotian seam-si literature focuses only on one subject matter, which is the belief in Buddhism. Regarding the
values of people, the eight values reflected in Thai seam-si literature include (1) being self-reliant, (2) being diligence,
(3) being economical, (4) being a passionate learner, (5) being obedient and respectful to elders, (6) being grateful, (7)
being generous, and (8) being honest. Compared to its Thai counterpart, the Laotian seam-si literature reflects only

three values; (1) being diligence, (2) being a passionate learner, and (3) being generous.
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