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STRATEGY TO DEVELOP MANAGEMENT OF THE VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT FUND
BASED ON STRATEGY FOR RESOLVING THE POVERTY PROBLEM ; A CASE STUDY IN

THONGKHAM VILLAGE, BUALAPHA DISTRICT, KHAMMOUANE PROVINCE,
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate the problem state of solving poverty problems by having
the Thongkham village, Bualapha district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR as a case, and 2) to develop a strategy to
solve the poverty problems of the Thongkham village. The target groups used for different activities such as an
interview, brainstorming, making a judgment for the strategy in draft and confirmation of the strategy comprised the
numbers of persons ranging from 8 to 12, who were representatives of the government work units and people who
were concerned with the poverty problem in the Thongkham village and selected by purposive sampling. The tools
used consisted of a structured interview guide and a rating scale questionnaire. Statistics used to analyze data were
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

1. The problem state of solving poverty problems from focus group discussion by having the Thongkham
village, Bualapha district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR as a case can be concluded as follows:

1.1 The education problem states were: 1) There was no secondary school in this village; 2) students
having no vehicle, motorcycle or bicycle, to travel because of their poverty; 3) lack of teachers of art and culture for
promoting the cultural village according to the government policy; 4) lack of materials and equipment in instruction; 5)
lack of a caretaker or one who was responsible for places and premises in the school area 6) lack of home room
teachers, 7) lack of enough water for use and for drinking at the school.

1.2 The agriculture problem states were: 1) lack of water sources for farming, 2) sickness of domestic
animals without knowing how to treat them, 3) lack of plants and seeds and water sources for agriculture, 4) having a

few areas for growing rice because of flooding.
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1.3 The infrastructure problem states were: 1) lack of a road to connect and keep in contact for business
between the villages, 2) lack of a bus to connect between the districts and on which students rode to school, 3) lack of
electricity to utilize because of no money to buy a transformer to use at home, 4) lack of participation between the
government sector and people in construction of a road as an infrastructure.

1.4 The public health problem states were: 1) having no yearly health examination, 2) lack of
knowledge and understanding about health because of illiteracy, 3) beds for receiving patients in the village being not
enough for giving service to people, 4) lack of knowledge and understanding of utilization and consumption which
resulted in having diseases.

2. From a workshop held for brainstorming among the group of people, it lead to making a strategy to
solve the poverty problem for the Thongkham village according to the aforementioned 4 principal aspects which
comprised 12 projects.

3. The overall or each aspect opinion on appropriateness and usefulness of implementation of the strategy

to solve the poverty problem in the Thongkham village was found at the highest level.
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