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THE DEVELOPMENT OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING MANAGEMENT STRATEGY EMPHASIZING
ON INQUIRY TO ENHANCE REASONING THINKING AND KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION ABILITIES
OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) to develop the strategy in experiential learning management
emphasizing on inquiry, 2) to study the effects on reasoning thinking and knowledge acquisition abilities of preschool
children. This research consisted of three phases as follows; Phase 1: the extensive reviews of background information
and theoretical concepts were conducted to determine the issues related to learning management to enhance reasoning
thinking and knowledge acquisition abilities. Experts and parents were interviewed to provide extensive information.
Phase 2: the developments of experiential learning management strategy tools were established. The experts provided
checking the research tools for quality. Trying out the instrument was included in this phase. The instruments of this
study composed of five different parts, there were the: supplementary manual used for the experiential learning
management strategy based on inquiry and lesson plan; lesson plan of early childhood curriculum development, B.E.
2003; reasoning thinking test for preschool; observational knowledge acquisition abilities; and satisfied evaluation of the
experiential learning management strategy. Phase 3: The experiential learning management strategy was implemented
with preschool children in the 1" semester of the academic year 2011, Anuban UdonThani school, under the Jurisdiction
of the Office of Udon Thani Educational 1. The study had taken place for 15 weeks included eight learning units. The 66
respondents were divided into two groups by randomized: the experimental group included of 33 preschool children.
They had learnt under the experiential learning management strategy program. Whereas, the control group consisted of
33 preschool children. They had learnt by normal learning management under the early childhood curriculum
development, B.E.2003.

The overall findings revealed that:

1. The development of experiential learning management strategy based on inquiry to enhance reasoning
thinking and knowledge acquisition abilities of preschool children was recommended and provided direction for learning
managements linking to other learning concepts and theories such as Piaget and Bruners’ intellectual development
theory and Vygotsky’s socio-cultural theory. The experiential learning management strategy emphasized on inquiry
consisted of three main components to promote learning effectively: 1) the learning process management included four
sequential instructional steps: stimulation; cooperation; presentation; and application. 2) the internal and external

classroom environmental management. 3) the parental participation of learning activities at the school and homes.
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2. The independent t-test was used to compare means about reasoning thinking and the knowledge
acquisition between the experimental group and the control group. The results revealed statistically significant
differences in the means of variables (p<.01). After using the experiential learning management strategy based on
inquiry for preschool children found that the respondents in experimental group had higher score than the control group
about reasoning thinking (p<.01) and the knowledge acquisition (p<.01). The respondents in the experimental group

reported that they had high levels of satisfaction for the experiential learning management strategy based on inquiry.
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