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ABSTRACT
The purposes of this study were to 1) examine the needs for pursuing a doctoral degree in the Educational
Administration and Development Program at the Faculty of Education of Nakhon Phanom University (NPU), and 2)
investigate opinions on the necessity and significance of a doctoral degree in the Educational Administration and
Development Program. The sample group consisted of 400 respondents, obtained through Krejcie & Morgan
formula tables and multistage random sampling, including teachers, school administrators, educational
administrators, educational personnel, lecturers at NPU, and master's degree students enrolling in the Educational
Administration and Development Program at the Faculty of Education of NPU in the 2020 academic-year. The
research instrument for data collection was a set of questionnaires with.the reliability of 0.87. -Statistics for data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation:
The findings were as follows:

1. The needs for pursuing a doctoral degree in the Educational Administration and Development
Program was rated at the highest level, with 85.50 % of the respondents (n=342) expressing interest, while 14.50
% (n=58) of the respondents were not interested in.continuing their education. ‘Additionally, 65.21% of the
respondents (n=223) reported requiring a one-year period to determine whether to pursue a doctorate program.
All following variables were also reported at the highest level: the need for pursuing doctoral degrees in education,
with 81.58 % (n= 279), required education plans of theses and course studies with 98.25 % (n=336), weekend-
based curriculum with 98.54 % (n=337), a blended instruction model based on face-to-face lectures and online
learning with 86.25% (n=86.25), extend invitations to renowned educators of national prominence to participate
as guest speakers and co-advisors for theses with 84.50% agreement (n=289), abroad fieladvance personal
potential with 72.51% (n=248), program admission on written tests and interviews with 70.18% agreement (n=248),
appropriate flat-rate tuition fees in each semester with 81.87% agreement (n=280), and university financial support
on research studies with 54.97% agreement (n=188).

2. Opinions on the necessity and significance of the Doctor of Education Program in the EAD Program,
Faculty of Education, NPU were overall at a high level. The highest mean score was given to the necessity of the
program in responding to the needs of school administrators, education administration, and teachers, as evidenced
by the highest mean score of this item, followed by personnel development within organizations to increase
working potential. In'terms of the perceived significance of obtaining a doctoral degree, the respondents’ highest-
rated item was increasing student potential, followed by improving organizational tasks, contributing to the

improvement of society. and nations, and enhancing self-quality of life, respectively.
Keywords: . Needs for Pursuing a Doctoral Degree, Education Administration and Development Program
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