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ABSTRACT

This study consisted of t%lovvmg problems: 1) History of the Thai So ethnic group in the Sakon Nakhon
Basin, 2) The characteristics ures, traditions and customs, languages, folklore and beliefs including the way
of life of the Thai So ethnic group living in the Sakon Nakhon Basin. The objectives of this study were: 1) to
investigate the history of the Thai So ethnic group in Sakon Nakhon Basin,2) to identify the characteristics of
cuktures, traditions and customs, languages, folklore as well ass ways of life of the Thai So ethnic group in Sakon
Nakhon Basin. This study was a historical research. The methodology was composed of 5 stages 1) Origin of
problems, 2) Collection and selection of evidence, 3) Analysis and interpretation of evidence, 4) Synthesis, and 5)
Presentation of facts. The methodology consisted of documentary analysis both basic and upper documents

including field studies composing interviews, additional inquiry of data from scholars, local wisdom as well as
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general public in the Thai So ethnic communities in Kusuman District of Sakon Nakhon were 50, as well as and
Mukdahan were 50 total were 100. The findings were as follows:

The history of the Thai So ethnic group in the Sakon Nakhon Basin indicated that:

The original habitation of the Thai So ethnic group before moving across the Mekong River to settle down
in the Sakon Nakhon Basin revealed that thier habitations were scattered in the areas in LaoPDR e.g. town of Uo,
town of Wang, Maha Chai Kong Kaeo, or Phu Wa Na Ka Daeng as well as the areas in the central LaoPDR such as
town of Pin, town of Nong,town of Ang Kham, town of Pha Lan, town of Ta Kham, town of Nam, town of Bok, town
of Sung, town of Kham Koed, Kham Moune, and Savannakhet etc.

The causes of mobility into Sakon Nakhon Basin indicated that the Thai So ethnic group moved from
the left side of the Mekong River to the right side of the river and settled down in the area of the Sakon Nakhon
Basin with the following causes:

The policy of the Royal Palace in Bangkok concerning the forced migration of the people who moved
from the left side of the Mekong River to the right side of the River began y™B.E. 2371. The key cause of the forced
migration of the people in Maha Chai Kong Kaeo and nearby towns t ve to the Kingdom El B.E. 2371

Anuvong, his relatives and followers fled from Vientiane to ong Kaeo. Whe my of Siam went

was because King Rama lll ordered the army of Siam to conquer t d by Chao Anuvi f Vlentiane. Chao
there to conquer the army of Chao Anuvong, he along Wlth es and foltovvers town of Se, town of
Ka Pom whose government concentrated in Vletna n vong asked for h m Vletnam to fight back
against the army of Siam. According to the behawo ao Junni of tow@ a Chai Kong Kaeo who in
Vietnamese army, it caused the Kingdom oaar@v uct the polo) tc(fo:; move a large amount of the
i nic groups such ng, Kha, to be forcibly moved

into the Kingdom of Siam. 05
The policy on the forced migrat] % the left side of ong R|ver during B.E. 2376-2388 revealed
that since the political incidents between the Kingdom of S|5&% ientiane, the case leading to the declare of

people in Maha Chai Kong Kaeo consisting o

war to win the power or influenc ambodia, Sia olicy on the forced migration from the left side
of the Mekong River into the é%\ of Siam base ﬁ& licy that the Kingdom of Siam did not want those
people to be part of the se army to fight @
of to move the Kingdom' s}pa% to fight agamst% towns and the moved the people who lived there forcibly

he Kingdom's army. The policy employed the means

from Maha Chai Kong Kaeo ,town of Phuan Chiang Khwang, town of Cham Phon, town of Phuang, town
of Pha Lan, town of Chiang Kham, tov@!\/\aen town of Kai, town of Chiang Di, town of Kham Koed, town
of Kham Mouane, town of Phao, tow, and town of Wang-fifteen towns together.The people from these

towns included several ethnic gro such as Phu Thai, Kaloeng, So, Yo, Lao etc. Thery were forcibly forced to

settle down in Nakhon Ratchasi nearby areas in the Sakon Nakho Basin.

The policy on the se those families from towns on the left side of the Mekong River indicated that
the Kingdom of Siam used the delicate strategies to seduce those families to move voluntarily into the Kingdom
without using force. This policy was observed to be successful via the cooperation from those people through
their persuasion on their relatives and neighbors in many twons mentioned to move to the Kingdom voluntarily in
a big crowd.

In the time of settlement of the Thai So ethnic group in the area of the Sakon Nkhon Basin in Sakon
Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom and Muhdahan, it was was found as follows: The Thai So ethnic group in Sakon Nakhon
was found that they moved from town of Wang, town of Phin, town of Nong, town of Ta Pone, and town of Ou
which was under the government of Phong Sali Province. These towns included town of Ou, town of Ou Nuea,

town of Ou Tai. The people from these towns came to settle down in the ares of Kusuman and Phanna Nikhom
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Districts. Their mobility originated from the policy on force migration from Ma ha Chai Kong Kaeo and nearby towns
to move into the Kingdom of Siam in the reign of King Rama IIl from B.E. 2371 onward. Nowadays, some Thai So
people still live in town of Ou in a large crowd. However, they still maintain their relationship with the people who
live in Sakon Nakhon. According ti the Thai So ethnic group living in Nakhon Phanom, it was found that they were
those people who migrated into the Kingdom of Siam in the reign of King Rama Il during B.E.2385-87 as those who
were forcibly moved from town of Ta Pone and town of Chiang Hom (Presently, these towns are in Savannakhet
Province Lao PDR). They moved to settle down in the area of Ban Ram Rat in Nakhon Phanom (Presently, Sub-
district/Tambon Ram Rat in Tha Uthen District). At the moment, these people live or settle down inTha Uthen,
Mueang, Si Songkhram, Ban Phaeng, Phon Sawan Districts as well as some parts of Na Kae District. Regarding the
Thai So ethnic group who have settled down in Mukdahan are usually called "Thai So", it was found that they
moved from Maha Chai Kong Kaeo in Kham Mouane Province. Those from Savannakhet Province were from town
of Wang-Ang Kham, town of Ta Pone or Se Pone now. These people mpved across the Mekong River in the area
of Kaeng Ka Bao which is not too far from Wan Yai District, Mujdahan.Tl«eNve in the scattereéagﬂas of Dong
Luang, Nikhom Kham Soi, Kham Cha-i,Don Tan and Mueang Districts a hese people mov to
of Siam voluntarily in the reign of King Rama Il in B.E. 2359. dhe Maig r&son or cause of Qbility of these
people was believed that it was the order or command of T @i believed that o&o move out from
Ta Pone, their Place of Origin, because of bad things to a lace, They had t © a sacrd place in the
area of Phu Phan Range in order to live successfully ar@> Qusly. In the first perig@d of mobility and settlement,

Bua Sub—district),Dor@g District and later on they

living has beg)ex nded in order to make them live in

e Kingdom

they settled down in Ban Lao, Tambon Nong Bua
moved on and on. The expansion of the land t
the scattered land in the areas of Tambon &?ﬂ
Luang District in Mukdahan as seen today, ®

According to the characteristice‘@ures, traditions ams oms, folklore and ways of life of the Thai
So ethnic group in Saakon Nakhon, | s found that: In ter cultures, revealed that the Thai So ethnic group
obtained significant as uniquen %entity of t)&) ’Tddc? as local folklore, entertainment, for instance,
local entertainment, So Tha %estivat, Dancing i ny with the styles of drum beat, wearing their own

styles of costumes, and th€ihown languages as We(.\ e case of traditions and customs, it was found that the

g (Nong Daeng SW-dist hang Daeng, Kok Tum of Dong

Thai So ethnic group still maintained their own @b@ns and customs passing down from generation to generation
to become a part of their way of life as Wegﬁﬁ core of their spirit leading to love, relationship and unity such
as Yao Ritual. Annual Honoring Ghost@ its, Teo Ritual to Feed Forebear Spirits, Water Ghosts, Yao Ritual to Call
for One's Spirit, Yao Ritual to Heal Pa{e‘fg% terms of customs, we observed the ritual to pay back to the ghosts
what one had promised, custom rding birth, wedding ceremony, death ceremony as well as other types of
rituals/rites. Regarding to belie 6&? it was found that the Thai So ethnic group always paid attention to nature,
supernaturals. They believed%%its/ghosts, black magic, mantras/spells and they paid respect to various kinds
pf spirits/ghosts and faith in performing rituals as well in order to become a good example in living a life in the

present time for the Thai So ethnic group living in the Sakon Nakhon Basin.

Keywords ;Thai So ethnic group, Sakon Nakhon Basin.
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