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STRATEGY TO DEVELOP ECOTOURISM IN THE HINNAMNOR NATIONAL PROTECTED

AREA : THE CASE STUDY OF THE XE BANG FAI CAVE WITH THE WATER GOING
THROUGH, NONGPING VILLAGE, BUALAPHA DISTRICT, KHAMMOUANE PROVINCE,
LAO PEOPLE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate a problem state, need and way to development, 2) to create
a strategy to develop ecotourism in the Hinnamnor National Protected Area by having the Xe Bang Fai Cave with the
water going through, Nongping Village, Bualapha district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR as a case study. The target
people were 15 people selected by purposive sampling, who were concerned with the ecotourism development. The
tools used were a structured interview guide and a rating scale questionnaire. Statistics used to analyze data were
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The problem states of ecotourism in the Hinnamnor National Protected Area were as follows: 1) the aspect of
marketing — the people had no knowledge and understanding about marketing, did not know what products to sell for tourists.
The government support lacked continuity and coordination between the government work units and the people would like the
government to come to support making a variety of products; 2) the aspect of tourist attractions — giving services to tourists
was not enough.  Electricity was not available in the village. Facilities were not enough for the tourists. Roads for
communications to the attractions needed to be developed; 3) the aspect of management — the committee of the village
tourism management lacked knowledge and understanding about management, lacked the clear model of management and
lacked safety management for decreasing accidents among the tourists in case the accident occurred; 4) the aspect of service
giving — lack of good communication because of illiteracy among most of the people, lack of equipment for service
employment, lack of controlling the hygienic food cooking, lack of a guide for visitors, lack of a place for accommodating the
tourists; and 5) the aspect of activity during travel — a clear style of activity arrangement during travel being not available, and
a plan being not available for prompting activity doing at every point of kilo-stone for the tourists, and lack of the sale

promoting point of each activity for increasing the community’s income. Thus, the development of ecotourism needs the
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solution of the aforementioned problem state for meeting the people’s need through involvement in creating together a
strategy to find a way to ecotourism development.

2. The development of ecotourism in the Hinnamnor National Protected Area had three strategies as follows: 1)
enhancement of the public utility system and management of the natural resources and environment in the Hinnamnor
National Protected Area for sustainable ecotourism, 2) promotion of the ecotourism source potential and sustainable quality
tourism marketing, and 3) enhancement of quality of life including tourists’ safety of life and property for promoting
ecotourism.

3. From checking the appropriateness, feasibility and practical benefits of the ecotourism strategy in the

Hinnamnor National Protected Areq, it was found at the highest level as a whole and each aspect.
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