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STRATEGY FOR POVERY PROBLEM SOLUTION BY SELF-RELIANCE AMONG PEOPLE
PRACTICING SHIFTING AGRICULTURE A CASE STUDY IN NON-SOMBOON VILLAGE,
VILABURI DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE, LAO PEPLE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate current state, problem, cause of poverty and need to solve
the poverty problem of the household group who practiced shifting agriculture in the Non Somboon village, Vilabuli
province, Lao PDR, 2) to create a strategy to solve the poverty problem based on self-reliance of the people who
practiced shifting agriculture. The instruments used were a structured interview guide, and a rating-scale questionnaire.
Statistics used to analyze data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The causes of poverty among the household people who practiced shifting agriculture were: 1) lack of
knowledge and understanding about carrying on an occupation and having the least knowledge and ability in making a living;
2) lack of opportunities in different respects such as lack of opportunities in education, in skill development, in getting useful
information, etc.; 3) because of their primary education attainment, there was little choice in making a living or a lack of
chance to access the funds source. They lacked collateral to be secured for their loan and they were usually seen as a high
risky group of people to whom money would be lost. The ability to be self-reliant among the people who practiced shifting
agriculture as a whole and each aspect was at the lowest level.

2. The strategy to solve the poverty problem of people in the household group who practiced shifting agriculture
in the Non Somboon village comprises: 1) strategy 1 — community development in the aspect of social and quality of life
having 3 stratagems, 3 targets, 4 indicators and 4 projects/activities, 2) strategy 2 — education, culture and custom having 3
stratagems, 3 targets, 4 indicators and 5 projects/activities, 3) strategy 3 — sustaindble development of community in the
aspect of natural resources and environment having 2 stratagems, 2 targets, 1 indicators and 2 projects/activities, 4) strategy
4 — development of community income and economy having 6 stratogems, 6 targets, 6 indicators, and 9 projects/activities,
and 5) strategy 5 — development of infrastructure having 2 stratagems, 2 targets, 2 indicators and 2 projects/activities.

3. The aforementioned strategies were appropriate and feasible at the highest level according to the assessment of the

experts.
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