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STRATEGY TO PROMOTE PEOPLE PARTICIPATION IN CONSERVATION OF THE

HUA FAI CHENOY COMMUNITY FOREST, VILABULEE DISTRICT, SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE,
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate the current state, problem and need of problem solution
through promoting people participation in conservation of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest, Vilabulee district,
Savannakhet province, Lao People Democratic Republic, 2) to create a strategy to promote people participation in
conservation of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest, 3) to examine people’s knowledge, awareness and participation
in conservation of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest. The tools used were a structured interview guide, and a 5-
rating scale questionnaire. Statistics used to analyze data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The current state, problem and need of problem solution through promoting people participation in
conservation of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest were found the community forest state was different from that in
the past. The forest state in the past was rich of plant stocks, wild lives, forest produce and a variety of herbs. At
present, the problems and obstacles found in taking care of the community forest are an invasion of the forest in order
to cut down a tree, destroy the forest and stake a claim to the area for agriculture. So, the people should cooperate by
participation in solving the problem of forest invasion through keeping an eye on the forest to prevent an invasion and if
any, it should be reported to the suppression division. The community forest had a problem of the unclear forest
boundary. The people lacked awareness of and participation in forest conservation. The community forest problem
solution, thus, needed people participation in forest conservation.

2. The strategy created to promote people participation in the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest
conservation, Vilabulee district, Savannakhet province, Lao PDR through the AIC participation technique comprised 9

projects as follows: 1) the project on surveying the forest boundary and examining the problem state of the Hua Fai
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Chenoy Community Forest, 2) the project on analysis of the area and making a map of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community
Forest, 3) the project on demarcating the boundary line of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest, 4) the project on
revision of rules and regulations of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest protection, 5) the project on dissemination of
rules and regulations of the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest protection and of the National Forest Reserve, 6) the
project on having all the issues got printed in the Government Gazette (the governor level), 7) the project on
appointment of committee to be responsible for the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest. 8) the project on putting up a
sign of the community forest and putting the community forest to use by promulgation, and 9) the project on inspection
and assessment under the responsibility of Office of Natural Resources and the Environment, Vilabulee district.
3. From the implementation of the strategy to promote people participation in conservation of the Hua Fai Chenoy
Community Forest, it was found that people participation in doing activity in conservation of the community forest as a
whole was at the moderate level excepting the aspect of participation in follow-up and assessment, which was at the
highest level. People’s knowledge and awareness of conserving the Hua Fai Chenoy Community Forest after training

was significantly higher than that before training at the .01 level.
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