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ABSTRACT

Ballet, one that was first developed in Europe, is a kind of dance popularly performed in the theater. Once
introduced in Thailand, ballet has gained its popularity and is thus growing and spreading from the capital to the
provinces. It is now widely well-known elsewhere in the country. Despite of its popularity, there is yet a conflict
between bullet and the Thai values. The Thai society has always considered ballet as a beautiful and delicate art,
which goes rather relatively well with women. In contrast, if men turned into ballet, they would possibly be negatively
viewed in a variety of lights. As a result, the Thai men who have enrolled in the ballet lessons are thus less in number.
Moreover, if these men turned into a professional ballet, again they would be susceptible to an uncomfortable pressure
and social awkwardness from the society. However, Thailand has yet had the men who can survive this type of
profession. And these men can still make a successful living with the professional ballet.

The objective of this study was to investigate into the factors that affect the success of the Thai male ballet.
The study was a qualitative type of research, which based heavily on the study of documents and data collected from
the fields by using surveys, observations, and interviews of five successful ballets who have passed the defined criteria.
The data were then gathered, categorized, analyzed, and edited before being presented in a form of descriptive
analysis.

The analysis revealed that the male ballets who succeeded in the profession must have the support from both
external and internal factors. Such the factors can be divided into three kinds: 1. the outstanding characteristics of the
male ballet himself, 2. the factors that affect the success of the male ballet, and 3. the attitudes that create success.
However, the important thing above all is to build character and behaviors that can result in shaping up an ideal ballet
man. Having a good instructor can also help improve a man into the great one. These together become important and
hence leading to other important parts of creating a successful male ballet. Each of which has its own importance that
affects others, that is to say, if one is possessed with the first factor, his first factor will then lead to the second one.
This is simply to say, for instance, the more outstanding characteristics one has, the greater chance to perform ballet
given by those who witnessed his capability. That opportunity will, in turn, become experience of which later forms a
productive attitude toward the idea that creates successful deals in the last factor. Once a man is equipped with proper
attitude, it is this attitude that leads him to the right practice, which in turn becomes the first factor. This goes round
and round as a circle. To summarize, it does not matter for a man to start with what factors. As long as he is
determined to hold on at one particular factor, that factor will later bring about the other factors that lead to the success

of becoming a professional male ballet.
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