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THE VARIATION OF FON PHU-THAI IN CULTURAL TOURISM
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ABSTRACT

The dances of Phuthai people originated from the ways of life of the people within the community which have
been created and accumulated until they become the unique identities of the community. The Phuthai dances are used
in merit making festivals, entertainments, or paying homage to the holy things. When the community has to adapt itself
in accordance with the socio—economical change, the culture is brought out, with some adaptations, for the
community’s benefit through arts and cultural tourism

This qualitative study aimed at examining the dancing arts characteristics of the Phuthai people and the
changes of the Phuthai dances in arts and cultural tourism. The dominat cultural conservative groups in 4 provinces—--
Kalasin, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, and Mukdaha, were chosen for the study. The informants included: 12 key-
informants, 9 casual informants, and 21 general informants. Field data were collected through interviews and
observations. The data were checked for their accountability with triangulation technique, analyzed in accordance with
the given objectives, and the results of the study were presented in a descriptive analytical format.

The results of the study showed that the Phuthai dancing characteristics in each Phuthai community of the 4
provinces Kalasin, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, and Mudahan, were both similarities and differences as follow.

At Ban Khok Kong village, Kalasin province, the Phuthai dancing patterns were of new creations, modeling
after Kalasin Dramatic College’s choreography, but still keeping the old characteristics, such as touching the foot
forward before stepping, balancing the weigh of the body upon two feet, and closing the hands before the change of
the dance posture.

The phuthai dances at Warichphum, Sakon Nakhon, a kind of text interpretation dance, belongs to Thai
classical style which shown through fore-foot lifting, hand-opening. This due to the leader of the group learnt the Thai
classical dances and created some new dance patterns into that dance style.

The Phuthai dances at Renu Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom province, a male-female duet dance, the body

moved in accordance with hand and leg movements, comparable to the coconut tree swaying againt the wind. The
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male dancer made the balance by lowering down the legs for strength, whereas the female dancer focused on graces
in courting dances.

At Ban Phu village, Mukdahan province, dancing patterns were passed over from  their own traditional
dances with some additions. The old dance pattern that was still maintained was touching the foot forward before
stepping; this practice was called “kan khayan thao.” The adding parts were new dancing styles.

As a whole, it was found that the characteristics of dancing styles of 4 communities shared some aspects.
These were the relationship among the parts of the body, such as head and body bent in the same direction and
related to cross—foot stepping, as well as foot motion, transferring the body weight during foot lifting,
full-foot placing and hind-foot opening, allowing the fore—foot for weight sending. These motions made the body
movements beautiful, grace, and body balance.

In conclusion, originally the function of the dances in 4 Phuthai communities was performed for the
traditional festivals and entertainments, or for the beliefs in sacred things within each community. When the tourism
arises along with change of the culture, the Phuthai dances have to adapt themselves for the practical benefit in

accordance with the ways of life of the people who are the owners of the arts and culture.
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