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ABSTRACT

Thai dance competition in the students’ handicraft fair is the Thai dance skill competition that was first held in
the academic year 2009 by the Office of Student Activities Development under the Board of Education who set the
criteria and has divided the competition into three activities; Thai standard dance, Thai classical dance, and applied Thai
dramatic dance. Since then, the applied Thai dramatic dance activities were removed from a Thai dance competition list
and have been replaced by the creative Thai dance until the present (2012). This change resulted in a ridiculous conflict
and has become a problem in the creative Thai dance competition ever since. The objective of this research was to
analyze and investigate into the problems of understanding the competition criteria between the applied Thai dramatic
dance and the creative Thai dance, which has resulted in a different point of view among a bipartisan group, the
organizers and the participants, since the academic years 2009-2011. A research area covered both the Khon Kaen
Primary Educational Service Area Office 1 and the Secondary Educational Service Area Office 25, Khon Kaen district,
Khon Kaen province. The samples were divided into two groups, the organizers and the participants. The study was a
qualitative type of research conducted by way of interviews, questionnaires, and group conversations before presenting
the results in a form of descriptive analysis. The results showed that: 1) only the competition activities had been
changed but the competition criteria remained the same. Moreover, the specific features of the creative Thai dance had
not been clearly identified. As a result, both the participants and the judges at the level of educational and regional
areas had to interpret the definitions of unique features of such the dance by their own. This therefore caused conflicts
among the groups, 2) the drafts of competition criteria of the applied Thai dramatic dance and the creative Thai dance
presented to the Board of Workshop Committee for Activities Improvement and Competition Rules of the students’
handicraft fair, did not match the criteria for the competition, 3) for the drafts of the proposed competition criteria, the
committee had approved to identify the creation of unique features of the creative Thai dance in the 62th students’
handicraft fair, academic year 2555, in a form of definitions. To summarize, this research could be used as a guideline
for improving the competition criteria as well as promoting the role competition of the creative Thai dance. It also gave
the participants a number of advantages such as proposing the meeting to clarify and attune the comments between

the participants themselves and the organizers.
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