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THREAT PERCEPTION ON DENGUE FEVER AMONG STUDENTS LIVING IN ON-CAMPUS DORMITORY AT
A UNIVERSITY IN SOUTHERN REGION OF THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to assess the level of threat perception onf dengue fever among the students living
in on-campus dormitory in a university in the southern region of Thailand, and the relationship between threat
perception and student behaviors on disease prevention. The samples of 343 students living in on-campus
dormitory in a university were drawn from the study population of 4,919 students using simple random
sampling. The set of questionnaires was created by the researchers and distributed for data collection from
September 2017 to May 2018. The data analysis was done through content analysis and Pearson’s Correlation

Coefficient was employed for testing the relationship.
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The findings revealed that the students perceived threat onf dengue fever at a high level of 68.5
percent. When classifying as perceived susceptibility and severity on dengue fever, the student perception was
at a high level of 65.0 percent, and perceived severity at 70.0 percent. Regarding disease prevention, it was
found at a high level of 51.1 percent. The relationship between the threat perception and student behaviors on
disease prevention had a relationship with a statically significance of p-value <0.01, r= 0.141. This study
recommended that the university should promote the campaign destroying mosquito larvae continuously in on-
campus dormitories and should create a basic course concerning problematic management on dengue fever for
the first-year students for learning base in everyday life.
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