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PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH FOR DEVELOPING THE TEACHERS' POTENTIAL
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ABSTRACT

This action research aimed to 1) investigate current states and problems of the development of
producing and applying instructional materials of the teachers, 2 ) find out guidelines for developing the
teachers' production and application of instructional materials, 3) monitor the effects of the teachers'
development in producing and applying instructional materials at Xaysombath Technology College, Savannakhet
Province, Lao People's Democratic Republic. A 2-spiral action research of 4 phases including: planning, action,
observation and reflection was employed. The research participants consisted of the researcher and 20 co-
researchers classified as 10 teachers of Electrics and 10 teachers of Mechanics. Informants included 1 resource
person and 10 representatives of the teachers of Electrics and 10 of Mechanics. Tools used to collect data were
tests, a form of evaluation and a form of interview.

The findings of this study were as follows:

1. The results of the investigation of the current states and problems of the teachers' potentiality
development in producing and applying the instructional materials at Xaysombath Technology College showed
that:

1.1 In case of the states. it was found that teachers encountered a lack of knowledge in
producing teaching materials. The budget provided for producing the learning materials along with conditions of
the existing teaching materials were not adequate.

1.2 The problems of the teachers' competence development in producing and using the
instructional materials indicated that some were old, broken and out of use. The existing instructional materials
were expensive ready-made materials not consistent with the contents taught. This made the teachers' teaching
not achieve the goals set causing the students to lack understanding and knowledge concerning the content
substances taught.

2. The guidelines for the teachers' development producing and applying the instructional materials
included a workshop. a study tour and coaching supervision.

3. The effects of the teachers' competency development in producing and applying the instructional
materials at Xaysombath Technology College, Savannakhet Province, Lao People's Democratic Republic revealed
that after the development the teachers gained knowledge, understanding, creativity in producing the
instructional materials consistent with the contents taught. In addition to the proper storage and maintenance
ready to be used, the teachers also be able to fix/repair these materials by themselves through the use of local
materials and utensils leading to the saving of budget. Eventually, the proper methods of evaluation were
employed affecting the learning management to be in line with educational standards with efficiency and could
be applied in their daily life.
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