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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study contexts and history of the Mon community, 2) to study
the role and significance of the traditional Saba playing, 3) to study the social and culture changed that effect to
Saba playing, and 4) to study the ways to preserve and continue the Saba playing.

This research was a qualitative research. The purpose sampling groups of this research were 5
community leaders and experts, 5 Saba field owners, and 10 Saba players. The research tools were observation
checklists, in-depth interview guideline, and a focus group in community survey. Descriptive analysis was applied
in this research for the content of the contexts of the Mon community in the Phrapradaeng District, The role and
significance of the traditional Saba playing in the Mon community, the social and culture changed that effect to
Saba playing, and ways to preserve and continue the Saba playins.

The results of the research were as follows:

1. The Mon people migrated to the Prapadaeng District during the King Rama Il era. Nakorn Ketkhan
was the old name of the Prapadaeng District which was changed by the King Rama VI. The name was changed
again to the Prapadaeng District of Samut Prakan Province by King Rama VIl.

2. The role and significance of the traditional Saba in the Mon community in the Prapadaeng District
started at the same time as the settlement of the Mon people. The main purpose of playing Saba was to
provide an opportunity for young males and females to meet and play the sport together under the supervision
of adults. Nowadays, playing Saba is for the preservation of tradition and the enhancement of tourism.

3. The playing of the Mon Saba was affected by social and cultural changes in the Mon community
of Prapadaeng. There were both internal and external factors.

4. The ways to preserve and continue the Saba playing in the Mon community in the Prapadaeng
District of Samut Prakan Province were public relations in various ways, a development of a curriculum in
schools and co-operation from all institutions was also important in order to preserve the playing.
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