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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to investigate vote behavior of those who had the right to elect
Members of House of People’s Representatives (MHPR) in the Election District 1 of Nakhon Phanom province,
and 2) to examine a relationship between a background of people who had the right to vote (sex, age,
occupation, educational attainment and domicile) and their vote behavior. The samples were 400 randomly
selected people who had the right to vote in the sub-district and administration organization areas of the Election
District, Nakhon Phanom province. A 15-item check-list questionnaire whose reliability value was .98 was used as
tool. Statistics used to analyze data were percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test for testing of
a relationship between independent sample and dependent sample.

The findings were as follows:

1. The people’s behavior to vote showed that 75.00% of the sample had gone to vote always
because they wanted to keep their right to vote; most of them or 78.75% went to vote because it was their
duty; 44.25% voted by their own decision not by others’ influence; 65.50% voted for candidates of the Pua Thai
Party; 52.25% of them made a decision to elect a candidate based on both the particular party and person;

36.50% of them elected a particular person because of their knowledge, ability and outstanding performance;
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the reason to elect a particular party among 35.25% of them was because of liking the Party’s head; most of
them or 70.25% used to elect a candidate who had behavior of buying the vote; the reason for 51.25% of them
to do so was a personal admiration; 72.50% showed that the behavior that induced a family member to vote for
a particular candidate was their distribution of money and things; 84.25% revealed that influential people in the
community had a role to determine for the local people who to vote for; 74.50% of those who had the right to
vote changed their mind to vote because of the money and things they received;70.00 percent% changed their
mind because they used to get help from the candidate’s canvasser; most of those who had the right to vote or
95.50% thought that there was a vote buy in their community; 44.25% expressed that most of them were
informed of MHPR election from radio/television/public relation vehicle.

2. The relationship between a person’s personal background among those who had the right to vote
(sex, age, occupation, educational attainment, income, and domicile) and their vote behavior was found in the
Election District 1 of Nakhon Phanom province as follows:

2.1 Sex had a significant relationship with the 11-item variables of behavior to vote for MHPR at
the .05 level like; 1) the reason for exercising the right to vote for MHPR, 2) the person that is most influent to
lead who to elect, 3) electing candidates who are affiliated with a particular party, 4) making a decision of who
to vote for, 5) the important reason of who to vote for based on the person per se, 6) the important reason of
who to vote for based on the party per se, 7) voting for a candidate who has buying-a-vote behavior, 8) the
candidate per se or their canvasser has behavior to induce anyone of the family to vote for a particular
candidate, 9) some influential persons in your community have a role to assign the local person to vote for a
particular candidate, 10) receiving money of things for changing one’s mind or decision to vote for a particular
candidate, and 11) the source from which the information about MHPR election derives. However, sex did not
have a relationship with other variables.

2.2 Age, occupation and educational attainment each had a significant relationship with each of
the 14-item variables of behavior to vote for MHPR at the .05 level. However, the three variables each did not
have a relationship with their opinion that there was a vote-buy in their community.

2.3 Income per month had a significant relationship with each of all of the variables of behavior
to vote for MHPR at the .05 level.

2.4 Domicile had a significant relationship with each of the 7-item variables of behavior to vote
for MHPR at the .05 level like; 1) the reason for exercising the right to vote for MHPR, 2) electing candidates who
are affiliated with a particular party, 3) making a decision of who to vote for, 4) the import reason of who to vote
for based on the party per se, 5) the reason for voting for a candidate who had buying-a-vote behavior, 6) ever
receiving help from a candidate’s canvasser, and 7) the source from which the information about MHPR election

derives. However, domicile did not have a relationship with other variables.
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