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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the current states and causes of the students’
truancy at Waeng Phitthayakhom School, 2) to find out guidelines to solve the students’ truancy problems,
and 3) to explore the problems to solve the students’ truancy at Waeng Phitthayakhom School under the
Office of the Secondary Educational Service Area 23. The research employed two spirals of a four- stage of
participatory action research comprising planning, action, observation and reflection. The target group consisted
of a researcher, 42 co-researchers, 68 students with truancy behaviors along and 91 respondents. The
instruments used were a form of interview and a set of questionnaires. The statistics applied for analyzing
quantitative data were mean, percentage and standard deviation. Content Analysis and content classification
were employed for qualitative data in forms of descriptive presentation.

The findings of the research were as follows :

1. The current states and causes of the students’ truancy at Waeng Phitthayakhom School could
be concluded :

1.1 The current states revealed that, in the first semester of academic year 2011, the students
played truant at the highest level in a number of 68 students including 65 males and 3 females in subject of
English, mathematics, Thai, Sciences and Social.

1.2 The causes of the students' truancy included families with low income, accommodation
environment, the spread of narcotics/drug, travelling means not conducive to going to school, school regulations

concerning dressing, students' relations with bad colleagues, the teachers' instruction was not consistent with
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the learners' interests, expertise and individual differences and made the students pay no attention to class
attendance affecting truancy among the students eventually.

2. The guidelines to solve the students’ truancy problems at Waeng Phitthayakhom School under
the Office of the Secondary Educational Service Area 23 comprised :

2.1 The application of activities to solve the students' truancy problems were composed of 1)
basic counseling, 2) activities of " Friend-Help-Friend", communications with the students' parents/guardians,
remedial learning activities, supplementary activities and visiting of the students' places. In both the first and
second spirals, the extension of time and one more activity were included, thatis, rehabilitation of morality.

2.2 The internal supervision to solve the students' truancy at Waeng Phitthayakhom School
consisted of advice and suggestions to help the co-researchers during the implementation of activities.
Whenever the problems occurred , advice would be provided to solve the problems along with suggestions to
further the activities. During the internal supervision, meetings to inform the progress of the activities
implemented, inquiry of problems, obstacles and suggestions to solve the problems faced were applied. After
the supervision ended, meetings to conclude the effects of supervision and useful suggestions would be
employed.

3. The effects of the solution of the students' truancy at Waeng Phitthayakhom School under the
Office of the Secondary Educational Service Area 23 revealed that from the monitoring and evaluation of the
problem solution showed that what the co-researchers worked together and put into action able to be applied
actually and achieved the goals set. The co-researchers involved in solving the problems of the students'
truancy in every activity at the highest level in general leading to the decrease of the students' truancy at

Waeng Phitthayakhom School at 52.12 percent.
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