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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate the current state and problems of the teachers’
competence in managing early childhood learning experiences at the Child Development Center under Wan Yai
sub-district Municipality, 2) to establish a guideline for developing the teachers’ competence in managing early
childhood learning experiences, and 3)to follow up and evaluate the development of the teachers’
competence in managing early childhood learning experiences. The research employed two spirals of a four-
stage action research process comprising planning, action, observation and reflection. The target group consisted
of 7 co-researchers and 20 informants. The instruments used were tests, assessment forms, observation forms
and interview forms. The statistics employed for quantitative data analysis were mean, percentage, standard
deviation and Effectiveness Index. Qualitative data were analyzed in forms of content analysis, content
classification and descriptive analysis.

The findings of the research were as follows:

1. The current state and problems regarding the teachers’ competence in managing early childhood
learning experiences at the Child Development Center under Wan Yai sub-district Municipality revealed that the
teachers were aware of the importance and benefits of managing early childhood learning experiences and the
needs of self-development. The problems were found that the teachers had the knowledge and understanding
of theories on managing early childhood learning experiences but lacked process skills in managing the learning
experience-oriented plans. The teachers did not use the assessment procedures in the classroom such as

observation and written records. In addition, the teachers lacked self-confidence to put the learning experiences
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into practice. Moreover, teaching materials were in adequate and did not serve the needs and the contexts the

locality and learners.
2. The guideline for developing the teachers’ competence in managing early childhood learning

experiences at the Child Development Center under Wan Yai sub-district classification and descriptive analysis.
Municipality in the first spiral was composed of three activities: 1) a study tour of a child development model
center, 2) the training workshop, 3) the internal supervision. The second spiral was composed of the coaching
supervision on writing plans for managing early childhood learning experiences.

3. The effects of the follow-up and evaluation of development of the teachers’ competence
in managing early childhood learning experiences at Wan Yai Child Care Center in the first spiral indicated that
after visiting the child development model center, the teachers were aware of the necessity of developing early
childhood learning experiences. They also gained better insight and agreed to follow the guidelines to improve
the present activities and process. After the training workshop, the teachers gained knowledge and
understanding from a moderate level of 61.42 % to the highest level of 88.09 %. Although the teachers were
able to manage the learning experiences at a high level, when considering in each aspect, the assessment of
learning experiences-oriented plans remained at a lower level than other aspects. The coaching supervision was
then employed for the second spiral. The result showed that the teachers gained a better understanding toward

writing plans in managing early childhood learning experiences at the highest level.
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