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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to develop the lesson plans using Metacognitive Strategy in
conjunction with CIRC Technique to promote the students’ English reading comprehension, critical thinking
abilities and attitudes toward English with efficiency, 2) to compare the average scores between the students’
English reading comprehension, critical thinking abilities and attitudes toward English before and after being
taught by the Metacognitive Strategy in collaboration with CIRC Technique and the conventional method, 3) to
compare the average scores between the students’ English reading comprehension, critical thinking abilities and
attitudes toward English after being taught by Metacognitive Strategy in cooperation with CIRC Technique and
the conventional method, 4) to explore the interaction effects between the variables on the students’ learning
abilities and those on learning methods affecting the English reading comprehension, critical thinking abilities
and attitudes toward English. The samples were composed of 60 Mathayom Suksa 4 students in 2 classes in the
first semester of the academic year 2011 using Cluster Random Sampling Technique at Dong Mafai Witthaya
School under the Office of the Secondary Educational Service Area 23. They were randomly divided into 2
groups: the experimental and controlled groups with 30 students in each class. The experimental group was
taught by the Metacognitive Strategy in association with CIRC Technique; the conventional method was applied
with the controlled group. The research instruments consisted of: 1) 20 lesson plans using Metacognitive Strategy
together with CIRC Technique and 20 conventional lesson plans, 2) an English reading comprehension test with
30 items, 3) a critical thinking abilities test with 40 items, and 4) a test of attitudes toward English with 20 items.
The statistics employed to analyze data comprised mean, standard deviation, t - test (One - Sample,

Dependent Samples and Independent Samples) along with ANOVA (Two — Way and One — Way ANOVA).
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The findings of this study were as follows :

1. The efficiency of the lesson plans for Metacognitive Strategy in conjunction with CIRC Technique
through assessment of suitability of the experts obtained the appropriately high average scores at the .05 level
of significance.

2. The average scores of the English reading comprehension, critical thinking abilities and attitudes
toward English of the students after being taught by the Metacognitiv Strategy in cooperation with CIRC
Technique and the conventional method were higher than those of before learning at the .05 level of
significance.

3. The average scores of the English reading comprehension, critical thinking abilities and attitudes
toward English of the students in the experimental group after being taught by the Metacognitive Strategy in
collaboration with CIRC Technique were higher than those of the controlled group taught by the conventional
method at the .05 level of significance.

4. The variables on the students’ learning abilities and those on learning methods showed no
interaction. This caused the scores on the English reading comprehension and attitudes toward English among
the students to be significantly different at the .05 level. However, the interaction between the 2 independent
variables (learning abilities and learning methods of the students) also made a significant difference on critical
thinking abilities at the .05 level.
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