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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the necessary needs of leadership development in
the digital age of school principals, 2) to study methods for developing leadership in the digital age based on
Kalyanamittadhamma 7 for school principals, and 3) to propose guidelines for developing leadership in the
digital age based on Kalyanamittadhamma 7 for school principals in educational opportunity expansion schools
under Surin Primary Educational Service Area Office 1. It was a mixed methods research. The questionnaires
which valued at 0.967 were used to collect quantitative data from 285 samples by stratified sampling according
to the proportion of each group in each stratum from 63 schools comprising 285 samples i.e. 63 educational
institution school principals and 222 civil service teachers. And the interview form which taking the needs index
with the two highest values in each area was used to interview 7 experts for the qualitative data. Statistics
used to analyze the gquantitative information were mean, standard deviation, and index of essential needs.
Content analysis was used for qualitative data.

The research findings were as follows.

1. Necessary needs of leadership development in the digital age of educational opportunity expansion
schools under Surin Primary Educational Service Area Office 1 were arranged from the highest to the lowest
level i.e. the ability to use information which carried the essential needs index of 0.15 with a mean of 4.02 and
a standard deviation of .81; being a fluent digital user carried a needs index value of .14, a mean value of 4.01,
and a standard deviation of .8; understanding the knowledge and skills of the personnel in the organization
carried a needs index value of .13, a mean value of 4.00, and a standard deviation of .83; having a vision carried
a needs index value of .12, a mean value of 3.99, and a standard deviation of .82; creating a leaming culture
in the digital world carried an index of essential needs equal to .11, mean of 3.98, and a standard deviation of
.82 respectively.

2. Methods for developing leadership in the digital age based on Kalyanamittadhamma 7 for school
principals of educational opportunity expansion schools under Surin Primary Educational Service Area Office 1
consisted of 20 methods from 5 aspects.

3. Guidelines for developing leadership in the digital age based on Kalyanamittadhamma 7 for school
principals of educational opportunity expansion schools under Surin Primary Educational Service Area Office 1

comprised 20 guidelines from 5 aspects.

Keywords: Leadership in the digital age, Kalyanamitham 7, School expands educational opportunities
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