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Abstract

Local authorities in England propose to do to minimise the risks
to people and property from flooding. Additionally, section 79 (1) (h) of
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 applies to statutory nuisances in
relation to watercourses. It covers statutory nuisances in England, Wales
and Scotland. While they are required to maintain our roads to reduce the
risks to people and property from flooding as much as possible, the local
authorities in England do not have a statutory duty to prevent properties
from flooding. The local councils in England have a duty to keep the
watercourse clear of any obstruction to flow. They also have a duty to
drain the road, street, highway or thoroughfare or any other place which is
commonly used by the public to remove a flooding nuisance (i.e. water
on the surface). The local council in England has a duty to maintain the
local roads to reduce the amount of standing water and reduce the risks
of flooding. The drainage maintenance can minimise flooding nuisance and

prevent local people’s property damage. The decision of the Court of
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Appeal in Vernon Knight Associates v Cornwall Council [2013] EWCA Civ
950 clarifies the negligent failure to provide appropriate drainage
maintenance and road repair services had led to its drains flooding to an
entire holiday village in Cornwall. This article assesses whether flooding
nuisance on complaint do indeed satisfy the principle of liability for natural
nuisance, questioning not only the decision in holiday village case but also
the legal responsibility of local authorities as a response to the flooding

nuisance more generally.

Keywords: Flooding Nuisance, Local Authorities, Liability, English Law
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Uszinad snguil uUszinafislnid i uaaiunisal uanay
(Flood Events) agussns Liownanmaiindunnyinvdenuanogisieiios
Wunanulunaieiud mnuszmassngulssautunigluanminguis
soiosfindetudunaniu meplundussnguigeuinliAminvian liddvig
wifndurnanmeihilvagodurnidumahudnilvadvaiiuitsegmile
seuihRivedvisnsintuannisssuetheenanifuiing situiila sy
wiriliAnvhudduiiuiifann duududensdeliiinaudemedetia
quan oudfeuasnindduvesssrsuiiondveyluviesduiiinuviauld
(Environment Agency, 2009) Faeadu (Local Authorities) Tulszmasingu
zhuimjmaﬁﬂﬁzaummiﬁmﬁLm%‘smmi%’uﬁaamumﬁiﬁ%mwé’qNumwﬁﬂ
wiauszaunsaimsuimsianisihmendmndusnegwiaidondunanu
ﬁ?qﬁ?ﬂgmwé’aﬂqwumaaﬁu (Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead,
2014) 19U wizs1¥U Yy # Flood and Water Management Act 2010 Lag
wszsw0aelR Highways Act 1980 ladaalRielifilieuaunvieadu luns
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T  — R A R ———
UfURnmeunasewiensvindfnssumeunasesedrmilsesrdlaiiodnnis
audssnanazvian (Flood Risk) nanadnifenileiestussnguiisunany
ngmnglunmsuftAnsmsunasesvierhddnssumsunasesiieanlonaiaz
AatwihndionanelfiAamnudemesodin quaiw swsfouasningduvos
Uszrnwuiiendegluvieaiu suflaieiosiuvessemadsnguenalalymisanu
Slumsuimsdansaauniseiivhudisemhsnuieawini mowingrune
SanguldyefAlvishunaunmitsnudug wWelvmiienudy suq lddnd
dndaulunmsdnnisaniumsaliviwdndae wWelinguanedmgulisiuaun
Fesdulumsusmsdaniseuidssinanunsalivianiteldanmudens
#oTin quam outuasvingauresszesuiiondoglutesiutosiian tu
vingaNLinTieadugouiivig (Duty) (Wynn, 2004) Ainguanedengulddayda
b iluanednunidnusegstaauin Wesdunseinisviesniiunseyinis
agmilsagnslag Wousmsdanmsmndssananiunisalimauazdesiu
nadeTiointuananunsalivihusdeUssrsuialy uimniosiueniiulyl
ﬂszﬁwmmﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂgwmaﬁmﬂj&mﬁ (Omitted to be Done) (Evans & Dixon,
2017) Magdosuimssanisanudssananiunisaiiiviaitetestunie
ussmanumsaiivhaliAnmuidsmededin guam sunfonasningau
vosUssruiionduegluresdutiosiian wWuiudrdnissaiuliinssvhmiag
Josfunadrenrnaaiunisaliviuiionniadusoussevuluiesdu vidld
Uszruluviesduldfuninudemeetnamilsegnslaunds n1siiviesdulallals
mwm31]’@1sz’?@mmﬁwﬁ'mUﬂmﬁaﬁmiﬁmmiamumsﬂiﬁwmu‘ﬁ‘Lﬁm%umu
wihiisausdewdaaaunisaiiviauluaudmdnanunisaiiviuldasis
ademeliiuussrsiluiesiuuda feimnnisidedaunsaiiviaals
a¥ennuidemeno?in quaiw sudouaznindaduvesuszvvudien doegly
Hoshu Vesdufideundayiuanusuiniiiad uananiunisaiiivia (Flood
Liability)
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SnUszniavils vesdudsngquenaidugnewgamagaintivia (Flood
Nuisance) 4 sl s1A 15y unguuisasuueauas’d (Common Law)
AnT R NAa UM SAinNETINYR (Natural Nuisance) Lmé’wmzylué’ﬂwmzfj
Aindunmsiiivesiinuldfinuilidulunutagussasdvonislififunde
miﬁ"L%’W%aqﬁﬁua%‘m?dﬁmn’mmaﬁ:ﬂﬁ'Lﬂuqﬂaiiﬂiumﬁgmaﬁﬂ uumnd
AelhiAndviudluiifuasuinlndiismiodunsdyasiuvsnalnesou
ivindeiifindugonadeuiensousimgsiofioutuniediendoagly
azunlndidss iliieuthuniediiendeegazwanlndifesldfuaudone
wiaiiendeuiuiimsaaviomannelumsldfauiu (Upton, 2014) Wewn
Q"LﬁEﬂmEJLﬂuLﬁauﬁ’qu%aQaﬂﬁaag:IuasLnﬂiﬂé'lﬁsmﬁl,m%ﬁyﬁ’ummLﬁ@@%@'u
Megludnuasingg goufoidudiilasunnuiionseusramauduiiamyainnis
nsvvhweadvesiiau Seteuiisrnaflediidwesiiauinausionseuiuls
namdnifeniangmneneueuaefoinisnssvhuesdwesiinutuind 1y
wasuenaneWiAnauiienfouiimayseussvvugiienduegluuinailndides
Famniifudaindduiifuiivesdulddalinieanuliifieliuszvwuldld
Uselomidmfumuanmusisiiuiitu udinguunesinguldlisunaviosiulu
nsquasnuiinudendny wdesiuldniunanserdudunaliiAminvands
fladremnundemeliiuussasuialuuds Wuiriivesd ugeuddflundai
(Breach of Duty) #i9zdastastunairoannaniunisaiinviudionaind use
Uszrnwulufiesiu fesduforadesiulinlunundeme fidatuanaaiunisel
vy

unaruinmsiisauladnyivghegandvhuniungranseon
fuauam‘uavmm%"uﬁmaaﬁaaﬁué’mqw’ammﬁ°”|mmmmffwhm SPTRR
mwmummmamuauq wﬂgwmaaaﬂqwimmmmmmwmw‘tumiﬂaqﬂuLLav
wideymivhusauiuiesiu 017 mMevaseiesiiu (Local Highway) #isintidi
mmgmmaaaﬂqwiummauhmwauLLsumaaiN U195 NI UULASTINNTEUNY
1hweaviesiiu (Maintenance Responsibilities) doufiviinfimuesuaz dalidnng
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o WESEAMATERS Whegmans Mo avw L
ssunehegraiurheildldiivhuddusinaesnnlndifesdiiiussnouende
vidogupilassouifiouududunisdas mamaasiesduiivihiidenuwe
auu linsiunselinsiaaeulnfdn Taut13AunnseeveerodnuunT onie
sz Fslalldveuusaviothssdnwogneuried Wumgliusssnsuialy
1(5%"ummLﬁam§au§1ﬂ1@%1ﬂﬁwﬁamﬁa pnatuIndumuUssumiduasves
MaareTiosiy Wuiudimmaniesduidessuiinlunnuidemefiiatuun
ﬂixmﬁuumﬁwuﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁéﬂﬁﬁLLaxﬁ’lqﬁﬂmmqﬁ’]LLasmaixmaﬁmm ng
g Snfiaunanuirinisatuidajsinunaunuasinszafivg g
MnhuaunguineeeNteuasisingui masinguldiasidadeienls
Tnslanizot 198 ad Vernon Knight Associates v Cornwall Council [2013]
EWCA Civ 950 (Williams, 2014) fimasanquldiaeidadermanionliims
wansiesdu sudunitsnunelddsiavesaniviesiu (owned by the City
Council) (Ham, 2016) sﬁaq%"uﬁmTuLm%’wmagmﬂﬁwiwﬁmuiﬁﬁa‘ﬁyu WNviesnu
Fananlalldnszvhanumiifuiaseulunstesuaunoaiaingeinwauunie
NeszUEh

o ﬂ. a g a
mqs'\ﬂ'mmLnmumnamumsnﬁmusssmm

v

v
a = ¢

WiRSIATAAT UAINAUN1IAIANTITUYA (Natural Nuisance)

' v
S a =

vanofe mnianglafiindunusssund (Naturally) neliiAnanuiensou
HiguiieutunieUszvvuiiegendeluazianlndidssiuanuiifiiomeg
$IAYVIBUBLARLUIMASIANEY LLa”ammﬁmm’LmﬁLﬁmsﬁum’maﬁmwalﬂumq
TAnnansznulusuausequnw eusls mnaasaiouazaranduegidves
dieuthunteussrvuiiondeluuinalndides Taowgeauduinidumei
\AntiuiasnusITR (Natural Condition) nanafewmsrmeyiiintumnduges
duusngnsalifadulusssund Taeililifaannisnseyvosyud
(Nny act of a Human being) usiag1sla (Noel, 1943) @asgraau (n) s1nld
(Tree Root) Ww3gyiAulnusssumdgnidmnanifuveioutiuiiedeey
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fnfu wdanlsveuludilugienans iavanu Awgnasne anelil viessuigih
veUsvaeu suennveuusuludunedyamieveulud g
ilimanlasuanudigaidenis (Wedderbum, 1958) (v) Egilst (Hedges)
AdwesiiulsasdarugnolilmduuuasuliiGesdaty Ussneufunuadulsl
fanangniaudslifidnuuzBosdafaiiliindrefuiune uddunidla
vasdlildasaiulanusssuniauicld silivdelulsildsudndnludeinn
vedwgnadrwweaiioutuiienduegluuiialndifiss (Royal Horticultural
Society, 2021) wag (@) thitlwasnnniaiisssuen@ (Watercourse) ¥y
(Surface Water) meszunei (Drain) slvawmsessungmussavielvanmy
sssumAnnfiuvesyaranidlugsinuvesdnyanadnauvilsdsendoegusiim
Sinfunienfbuinuiuiiasuanlndifes ihillneuduinddonedelviia
avuienfeunriiiouthudafiniu (Reuthuiifuintu) vieussvvuitonduey
Tuuinalndides mnehillvainenaviliiAadwhadsiansadeliAnemam
deveuinindaudeduvafauidsafiinduivhutdsonanssnudeguam
amﬁa‘uaﬂLﬁauﬁmw?aﬂgmuimmaulé’ (UK Environmental Law Association,
2017) 10y
ngvsneasuseuanisInguidldaimannisluriuesiiyjaniununns
nspimiensduiufanssuvesyananieyaaalalililuaianuionsou
snglituifioududaintu (euthufifufnty) vievssrsuilegerdsly
vinalndifes Inslamzedrsdamnyaaatududivesinufifistosguasng
fifu nindauvdodsgnadsiinuduiesnssuansifued1ed udidsdosnoe
szwmseIslallifiau nindauniodsugnairevesauluneliiAnanuiousou
Senguidieutunieussssuiiogoidtluazuanindifes v iieangvane
aeuleuaniddldnmdninaaeiienlilidwesiiau (Landowner) Waflntiniid
sdpdlimmse Tsladliiau nindaduniedgnaiiswe snuluneliiAnam
Lﬁau%'ausf’wmigLm'Lﬁauﬁm‘m%aﬂixmﬁuuﬁagjmﬁaluazLLaﬂIﬂé’Lﬁ&N (Bright,
2001) tivesiausananlilénnuseinudumgineliiinanuiensou
Mg iinTuananuMIsinUsTIIRLE udnuonseusmaiingy
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DunalaenssdenalndBafumg wWulidwesiidudsndndendersiaiy
domeungivszautiuanuiensouiagiifintuainaniunsainusssuyi
wniliongmneneutouanidinguisldimuaninfiveadvosiiau
(Measured Duty of a Landowner) fiazdasldnnuse3eldlifiau ninddunse
dsgnatesulueliiAnaudouseusimaudifioutuifntu (Rou
thuiiduiniu) vieUssnvuiiogordeluvinalndifss mnidrvesifulallaly
arwsylmunihiiveadivesinu udwhldfoutudifntu (foudwuiau
fnftu) wieuszrmuiiegerdeluuinalndifssuszauiumn agmieldsy
anudsmeanunsiagsuidunalaensmislnddadumnsiagaenans
wihiidvesiidussnaniliddoaslifnuamuiufnui (Stevens-Hoare &
Bennett, 2015) wuiliwesiifusowilifussauiumganaviofdsuany
Fomennvgmynduiuggiudu lnedoutuifadu (ieuduiiau
finftu) ieUszvwuiiegendeluuinalndifssuszauiumnagmieldsu
audsmennuningiansluniafenfessidemennidwesiiiunie
FunfedliidvesiaugAnisnemsinaluiuiidmiunsnssviiiiadiane
i"’mmﬁ”umfﬂLﬂumiﬂizﬁﬂmaﬂszmwﬁut,a'aﬁumﬁadﬁu (Local Authorities)
(3eu13d1515en City Council) 3 oviasnuvesigiegluiiuvesiosiu
(Public Authorities Owned by The City Council) ﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬁmmgmﬂaﬁ%ﬁa&
guafiansnsausslovidagnanuliifelviussvvuldlduslovismiundoms
anssaiziivszrsunluldldusslevilunsiumedyassiudu wiviesdunse
viiomhenuvesigiogluiiuvesiesiundy saiulivihnstosiumgsiagy
fiAndurnamumsainusssumfuifieuturioUssesuilegordeluazuan
TndiAeswnnunihdlnseuses
Suiisiwiesiuvidemhenuvesigiogluiiuvesiesiueialioenls
Lﬁmmi"wmaﬁLﬁm‘fyumﬂamumiaimuﬁiiwmﬁﬁu uin57 oA unde
mhonuvessgiegluifuvesviesduliilinsansguaiiansisausslovidgn
anuliieliuszvvuldlivsslovismiuvionsasisasiivszavuialuls
Tduselovflunmsidunsdyassrutumunirfivesnuduegafiuds winiia
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v a

Anudemeduiesdunseneuresssiegludiurevissdiufdesiuiln
yaldAndomewar seiummsnyiint

winshaya i lugrusiidumesiangy
MANTUIINFNUNMTUAINTTIUYIA

mqi"’lmz:ymnﬁ;m'w (Flooding Nuisance) 1afiaidwinnsiangy
Aintuananiunsalsuioduusingnisalnusssuwifeemils (Natural
Occurrences) srungangnexseuasdsngy fsorafiatuanihdsinamse
szurnfinudnudsnilandsifudnuiemnis udfianianisinavesdimm
sssunAanluiudnuimiinduainsanuiiondousiaguiitoutunios
flondtluvinalnsseu seilileuthuniediiordtluuinalneseusessoniu
felvaszunsaniinudusvhudsluiifuremuhliifuremunatsduiiuiit
yiuts (Flooded Areas) visanadossousuiinlvasngnyindaudaiilimsnday
Janih (Wet Property) mnudsmeiidatuanningaudenidudumiy
audemnedionafisUsyananduiule 5ﬂﬁ”’qé’aawﬁﬂﬁﬁwmﬁuﬁﬁLm%ﬁyﬁuﬁw
vhudservgadeluansedimilodndle naustlevimaasugiaviesoldii
fiflfanifudsnandnie

ogdlsfinny wadagandwiasenalildiAsananiunisainiy
sysurfauely wefeafiintusazaadinguldidadensussiaguiei
Lmﬁm'1z:gﬁ]1ﬂfﬂﬁ/hﬂ@’]%ﬁhﬂﬁﬂumﬁﬁwmggﬁLﬁméﬁumﬂamumi alm
535umA witdumgmaainnisldinulaiiduluausssund (Unnatural Use
of the Land) (Blackburn & Taylor, 2020) l¢ikn Af Rylands v Fletcher [1861-
73] AUER Rep 1 nai1fediasluadil ldd19194 Suinunnoasedass
(Independent Contractors) Wvhnsadserafiuiniediudninerl3ldludiau
YoIuLed somdusndeatdliadsnaiuifnanuunieifignleld
uuda mdosusfignlaldaudiosdsnsiiauus (Disused Mines) uagiawen
fufiu (Old Coal) anAnawmdesgidudiuiunnn fsumuneaidaszdaingn
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nsuderiiaaiefananfuegned udlisenmdmvusuazimvnauiudiny
fanan SnviadSumandeainedasedaieenafiviuul assadaunuglued
wiles (Mineshafts) @soguinalldiv) veanilousilildldnuudrvuifuves
Fia ddlassaduduglusdinilomeaniionsiilililFruiiesdoulsianunn
sesfuihinvessrafuindananld afudeumdnivinisnoad sgrad
dfaudaFumnnoaiddifnhadulugafuidingn dwalisraiui
fananauaneen udnildlnaluviudiduredandiiduiioudufiadu Ussnou
AulawusuaziawenauAuAnuildlnaundluiiduvedanddndoe landls
Usgneufiansuniieaus (Mine) viliAamamiosusvedandgniviaundy
anuienfeusimganihukarlisurudemeudmiiowsdudunindau
vosland landdslsvhnsiiessesdiaslugusiduddsffumnneaineens
udlivinisagrafuihuuiinuresmuldiuin uidnassodinduasdy
Winsfauarildidufuioinisauenafividnanlanss uimasanguld
fnsanimnwiliduaglugrusidudwesiiaudislifiumndeaiadou
seugnafviuuiiduresnulidessuiiaviaiiivesiidudinalifanuia
(L|ab|l|ty without Fault) finna ﬂmumumwmaamqul,mwwaﬂmmsumm
WAAIA (Strict Liability) uu‘mmamﬁmwmmflmaammﬂmumiw win
dsnearslithgaunnsesid udinstignunnsesvesdanoadnadisnadldiiy
FumnliiAnivialufifuresi eutu wdanhwimnelhifinaudonsou
Siguazaudemeuiiiau ernsviedsgnaiiweaiioutiu iwewide
ﬁmamimﬁﬁuﬁuﬂ Sdoddmaulmmauny whndwemserdaseunsosiinu
srlddldadlavSeussnmiduaeninny ﬁuamLﬂmiuﬂmumammﬁaiwamﬂuuma
LUuawmuuva:ulmmmmmmuﬁiimm (Unnatural Reservoir) wagi
Wyt vuiAnduiang g iiniuananiunisainusssund
wifumghangiistuaintiosywd
dsuilimihfisuiavouanudemefiinduannmesingaintivi
Tugugdidumgsangiind uanaounsainusssusdduluaundn
ngrunepeuneuaed loui ndndn3sandu (Common Enemy Rule) (Maloney
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& Plager, 1968) nanfeneldndndenaindvesiinu (Landowners) @1unsa
nsgvinseghanilsesnslaiioundedlalviinfafu (Surface Water) laflsilvasinu
dnluiduresmunielililnatmviwddluiiduvesnu lnonisnsevinile
doatulwhussilfnsgvinesdenusmanawiin uiiinsnssrinitotestu
fanamagluaduemnudens (nflict) Wituidwesiitumedulutefing wail
lsnnviestiuvioviennenuvesiiiegluiiuvesiesiuiivihiinunguane
wdosguatnuiinuitlnauldviefinuitumani (du vedhuiestafuih)
ogluiifudsnan Tneviesiuvdemhonuvesigfiegluiivvesiosfufiadiuin
hiifusinanfuanuswiududnsifiadosdosty auea uazdudslilmand,
Inaaniinuvesuluvhudsdsiinuvesyaraduriedlnasniiduvosmluasis
aruifondouiimauiyanadu dilviesdunieviemisrumesigiioglurtif
vesvieadufisnszviinslaitetearudnsvesnuiomiovesdu Iifuain
adunsedainnnsivavesia AN fiduvemuies widman
Feadunionionthonuvesigiegluiiuvesiesiunduuaesliinlaain
Aruiinudesguasnuludeiiuveaieuthuvdediienfoasuanlndides W
TAnmwfionieusimauiieutuniediiondoasuanlngdifes dawanseny
moauly ninddunazquamdia ddesieinduanulssuiniduiae
(Negligence) maaﬁaﬁw%u%mwmumaﬁgﬁaeﬂuﬁwﬁ’wmﬁm?{uﬁﬂﬁ
Weuthuvderedeluazwinlndidedldsumnudemeriesdunievievissnu
vosigiegluiiuvesniosiufisiesiuinvaldmdulnunaunilviusssui
I summdoms ssiasiunieviasuesisfiegluituresiesiufia
nahnistasiu munu uay EJUENI@JIMLMGWWW]EUGN?\G’WLﬂfﬂ‘UmJ’]E]ﬂ
uananil Ussinadanguldivuaaniunisaififoindumgiay
audinguangliinyefAenly (Statutory Nnuisance) Tusnmsn 259 (1) (b) wis
w3z 1wty Public Health Act 1936 swszsedayaiaduildnmdnnms
Tinansshedrmiseddlasuinemaviaduatsguassatenislvavesmiath
T eidumg sragymunguaneeg1eile (Obstruct or Impede the Proper

Flow of Water and thereby to Cause a Nuisance) (Browne Jacobson LLP,

[34]



NsansdeANAans JRsgenans UR 5 adun 1

2016) nanadnifndanisnseisuiidnvasdunisinvnmieidunisaiis
puassadianslnavesimudunisssuisd fedumauszniamisiions
AeliiAnmnuiendeuiimaieUssnvugiendeluazuanlndidsadunig
SEUIBT

nfinanaanludnediu mnviesduvdendomhenuvesigiegluiiiu
suaﬁﬁmﬁuhiﬁﬂmiﬂadﬁ’ué“umwmﬂLmﬁf’wmﬁgﬁ]’mﬂfwi’;ﬂugmzﬁLﬂuma
e Tiintuanaatunsalmusssurnuniiliseutes Tnglifsnsyiin
nstlasiu muaw wazdudildlimnuiionsousmyaintivhudna iintu
azdunsiivssreildfumnndsmeUssauiuanunienseusingaintng
Inaviessunsnanunaninnieaniuiifiviosiunieniemisenuvesiyilegly
Mfvveaissiulinidimunguinelunisquasy Isfioidumnuuszanmiauide
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