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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the sustainable tourism management level, the
cultural attractions’ level of standards, and the sustainable tourism models that effects
of the cultural attractions’ quality standards in central provinces by the structural
equation modeling analysis. The criterion variable is the principles of sustainable
tourism management and the cultural attractions’ quality standards acts as the
predictor variable. The population used in this study was divided into two groups: one
was 18,175,708 tourists in central provinces’ natural attractions in 2013, the other was
the unknown number of the local residing at the cultural attraction in each province.
Calculated by G*Power 3.1, the sample size for each group was 500 respondents who
were selected by multi-stage sampling technique. The mean and standard deviation
were employed in the statistical analysis of the data. The confirmatory factor analysis
and the structural equation modeling analysis were also included in the study. The
results showed that the local, residing at the cultural attractions, scored high in
adapting the principles of sustainable tourism into practice with the proper use and
conservation of resource performed as the highest principle. The quality standards of
cultural attractions were ranked excellent, with the highest level in tourism carrying
capacity. The hypothesis testing revealed that the principles of sustainable tourism
affected the cultural attractions in the central provinces at 41%. The Model of
Sustainable Tourism Management should focus on the top five principles of
sustainable tourism management including integrating tourism into planning, involving
local communities, training staff, maintaining diversity and marketing tourism

responsibly.
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geRnIsnIsvisadienlan (World Tourism Organization: WTO) na13313in 154i
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