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INFLUENCING FACTORS FOR POST- GRADUATION STUDY DECISION MAKING OF
GRADUATE STUDENTS IN FACULTY OF ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE STUDIES,
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study factors and relationship between
factors affecting students’ decision to enroll in post-graduation study. The research
sample was post graduate students in the Faculty of Environment and Resource
Studies at Mahidol University who were studying in the academic year 2014. The
research tool was the questionnaire which was given to 115 students but there were
only 100 respondents, totaling 87 percent. The statistics used for analyzing data
composed of frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Pearson
product moment correlation coefficient (r), and chi-square.

The results indicated that overall factors had strong effect on decision making
to enroll in the graduate studies (3.8 + 0.56). The factors affecting decision-making to
study master’s degree, the respondents from high to low were the institutional
image (4.25 + 0.51), the future career (3.95 + 0.48), the curriculum (3.78 + 0.57), and
the social and economic (3.22 + 0.68). The results revealed that the factors related
to the institutional image were the undergraduate cumulative GPA with weak
negative relationship (r=-0.248), income with medium positive relationship (r=0.312).
The factors related to curriculum were income with weak positive relationship
(r=0.252) and the parents’ income with weak positive relationship (r=-0.293). The
factor related to the overall of factors was the parents’ income with weak positive
relationship (r=0.267). The results indicated that occupations of the samples had
relationship with the curriculum and social and economic factors with a statistically
significance difference at 0.05. The results revealed that major of undergraduate
degrees had a relationship with the future career with a statistically significance
difference at 0.05.
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