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ABSTRACT

Objectives of this research are 1) to study the situation of television program
development for elderly by free-to-air television channels, 2) to study the exposure,
needs, and uses of television program for elderly, and 3) to study the format of
television program for elderly. Applying mixed research methods according to the
research objectives: 1) Applying qualitative research by in-depth interview with 30
samples including television executives, career professionals, technical experts,
geriatrics specialists, and sponsors. Research instruments were in-depth interview and
descriptive analysis. 2) Applying quantitative research by survey among 400 samples
from Chiang Mai, Nakhon Ratchasima, Nakhon Sawan, Bangkok, Chonburi, and Songkhla.
Research instrument was statistical questionnaire including percentage, average,
standard deviation, Chi-Square, t-test, One Way ANOVA, Pearson’s Product Moment,
and Multiple Regression. 3) Assessment and creating format of television program for
elderly in which 12 advisories applied the evaluation form and analyzed data by using
mode. Two thirds of advisories were used as the decision criteria.

The results of this study according to the research objectives found that

1) The situation of television program development for elderly by free-to-
air television channels. The result of this study found that guideline for television
program development for elderly tended to occur in the near future due to Thai

society is entering into an aging society. Three factors which would lead to the
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guideline for television program development for elderly are 1) external factors
including an increasing rate of the elderly population, socially responsible marketing,
and government policies 2) Internal factors including value of elderly according to Thai
culture, television program format for elderly, geriatric psychology, and audience age
expansion.

2) Media exposure behavior of elderly was related to the need for television
program for elderly. The result of this study found that media exposure behavior of
elderly was related to the need for categories, content, presentation, television
program, airtime, television program length, the number of breaks during television
program, master of ceremonies, and actors shown in television program for elderly.
With significance level of 0.01, in which most of relation values were interrelated in
high level which was consistent with the hypothesis except the relation value on the
need for television program categories with the relation value equal to -0.259 which
was considered to be low level relation and in opposite direction. The need for
television program for elderly could predict the television program format for elderly.
The result of this study found that the fluctuation of television program format for
elderly could describe the need for television program 70.56% and another 29.44%
was other factors involved which still could not predict the television program format
for elderly.

3) Format of television program for elderly could be categorized into 4
formats including television program format for audience between 60-65 years old,
television program format for audience over 65 years old, television program format
for elderly who worked as government official/state enterprise employees, and

television program format for elderly in other occupations.
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