NyasUdinAnw wninerdesviglageainsal Tunssususigudud
TN 9 adui 3 fugneu - Suneu 2558

unumvasasAnsunasasdluriasduludmiaunusiiunisianislyvinannde

THE ROLE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN PATHUMTHANI PROVINCE
FOR FLOOD MANAGEMENT
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ABSTRACT

This article research composes two objectives as follows: (1) to study the
roles of local authorities in flood management, (2) to find out the sustainable flood
management of local authorities. The researchers studied by qualitative research
method including observation, group discussion, documentary and in-depth interview
from 30 key purposive sampling informants consisted of 7 Local’s Administrator, 5
Officer’s Local Authorities, 1 Chief of Pathumtani Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
Office, 5 Officer of Pathumtani Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Academy and 12
people. The data were collected from five local authorities in Pathumthani Province
including Buengchamaor Sub-district Administrative Organization, Tai Kho Subdistrict
Administrative Organization, Thakhlong Town Municipality, Bang Kadi Subdistrict
Municipality and Rungsit City.

The research findings were as follow: the local authorities have provided the
plan for the disaster prevention and mitigation in terms of flooding management. The
procedures are to define and analyze flood-prone areas, to implement the plan as

pre-, during- and post-disaster. The flood management should be mainly managed by
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the local authorities in the area. Because the local authorities had legitimate from the
legality and in practice that are closer to the people as possible.

Recommendations

1. The flood management in the area should be mainly managed by the local
authorities. Therefore, the center government should be decentralized the authorities
and decisions to local authorities, for examples, resources and materials purchase,
budget allocation as well as authority of water supply and floodeate management are
crucially required. Additionally, the local authorities’” personnel should be facilitated
to improve the disaster alleviation ability. This aims to enhance the productive
management and avoid duplication of various organizations.

2. The important role of local communities, individuals or even the local
authorities should help prevent and reduce the risk from flooding. Such the role
mentioned, exploration of flooding-prone area within the communities should be
carried out. Then the priority of working procedures and plans should be sequenced
regarding to necessity. Additionally, facilitative resources for flooding and educating
people how to live and adapt themselves during the flooding are needed.

3. Engaging community participation: Public hearing or public discussion
forum should be organized to collect community member’s sharing, needs, opinions,
problems and recommendations. These can really help improve the local community.
Moreover, the local authorities should initiate a participatory budgeting and integrate
the community's master plan project with the local development plan. To encourage
the participation among the community, people should be motivated the attitude of
cooperative network.

4. Professionalism of the management is required. All administrator team of
local authorities play the important role in involving the community members’
participations to obtain the problem-solving of flooding. When obtaining solutions,

flexible handling should be carried out aiming to limit all kinds of losses.
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