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ABSTRACT

This article studies Thai political development since the Revolution of 1932 until
the coup d’état of the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) led by General
Prayuth Chan-ocha on May 22, 2014. By using Riggs’ Bureaucratic Polity Model, the
study has three objectives: 1) Analyzes political interaction between bureaucratic force
and extra-bureaucratic force which causes “political vicious circle” as a result
regardless of which side assumes the power. 2) Analyzes the similarities and differences
between past coup d’état and the present one, and 3) By pointing to the opportunity
in which General Prayuth Chan-ocha may succeed in stopping Thai political vicious
circle, the study observes the General’s actions an intention to solve national
problems including the leader’s will and policy to seriously carry out political reform.

Lastly, the study shows that Riggs’ Bureaucratic Polity Model is still useful in helping
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one to understand Thai politics by observing interactions between bureaucratic forces
and extra-bureaucratic forces.
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