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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the propagation of
Buddhism in the past and in the current operation and 2) to propose the
strategies for proactive propagation of Buddhism by the monks in Thailand.
The research method was qualitative research which was conducted by
studying the concept and theories on propagation Buddhism the data were
collected from research and related documents including literatures of
sociology, religion and others, combining with in-depth interviewing with 31
key informants selected from the preacher monks by snowball sampling.

The research findings were as follows:

1. There were clear objectives of the propagation of Buddhism in the
past. The goal was to make all people happy in order to achieve results and
to attain the means to Nivana. The propagations of Buddhism in the past
were both passive and active. Buddha, had various forms of propagation; He
tried to develop his own methods of propagation by applying his own
experiences with societies and environments. It could be concluded that all
forms and methods of Buddhist propagations of Buddhism in the past were
very effective and successful.

The current propagation of Buddhism had specific goals focussed on
the teaching of Buddhist followers for having correct knowledge and
understanding in Buddhist principles and would be able to implement for
their own benefits and for others. The current form of propagation was more
proactive rather than passive operation. There methods of propagation
depended on the skill and expertise of the missionaries including Dhamma
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Sermon, Dhamma Lecture, Dhamma Discussion, Dhamma Discourse, Meditation
Teaching and applied teaching.

2. The strategies for proactive propagation of the monks in Thailand
comprised of 3 objectives as follows (1) the aspect of education; the
education should focus on Tilakkhana (the three signs of being), (2) the
aspect of religion; the followers should be informed and understand about
the Buddhist religions ceremony and (3) The aspect of culture; the followers
should be enhanced to uphold in the value of Buddhist traditions and
Buddhist cultures. The propagation model and method of propagation
should be proactive by applying their own skills to accomplish the desired
objectives. The proposed proactive strategy consisted of 4 principle aspects
including (1) networking strategy: it should be conducted by promoting the
close cooperation from all organizations concerned, (2) power expansion
strategy: it should be accomplished by integrating the capabilities of all
religious groups, (3) faith enhancing strategy: it could be achieved by
presenting the correct way of Dhamma studying and (4) Cessation of Suffering
strategy: it should be focused on the group of Buddhist followers who
needed to seek the paths leading to cessation of Suffering.
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