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A FACTOR ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF
LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to extract factors of English reading
comprehension ability of lower secondary school students. The sample
group selected through purposive selection consisted of 400 English
teachers under The Secondary Educational Service Area Office 34 during the
second semester of academic year 2012. The research instrument was a
five-rating scale questionnaire of 23 items for 3 aspects of English reading
comprehension ability. The reliability of the questionnaire totalled .8902.
Data collected were statistically analyzed by an exploratory factor analysis
(EFA) including the process of factor extraction and factor rotation by means
of Varimax method.

The finding of this research revealed that English reading
comprehension ability consisted of 3 components with 23 indicators
weighing 0.409-0.952. The three main components comprised literal,
interpretative and critical comprehension. Those three components
comprised 7, 9 and 7 indicators, respectively. The structural model was fit to
the empirical data with goodness of fit statistics; Chi-square = 1255.95, df
=677, Relative Chi-square=1.85, GFl= .95, AGFI= .93, CFl =.99, Standardized
RMR =.029 and RMSEA =.028.
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