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ABSTRACT

The research of industrial policy reform in Thailand: Reality and
practicality, has the objectives of 1) to study current situations of Thai
industrial policy 2) to compare difference between what actually existed
and what should be practically enforced in the policy 3) to purport the
industrial policy guidelines appropriate to Thai situations. This research
combined quantitative and qualitative research methodology. The data
collected was the official prints and industrial policy documents plus a
qualitative in-depth interviews of 14 chief executives on national industrial
policy formulation. To verify data consistency, the questionnaire was
implemented to 191 policy and public sector plan officers in both public
and private sectors. The guidelines for policy reform were reexamined and
confirmed by three specialists in industrial policy division. The research
results indicated: 1) the existing Thailand industrial policy mainly
emphasized on growth and export promotion, and this caused Thailand to
rely on foreign countries and the force of competitiveness tended to
decrease. The data indicated that an appropriate policy of Thailand was to
increase high competiveness and self-dependence; 2) reality existed and
practicality enforced showed statistically significance at a level at .05 on six
aspects: standard development and brand creation, international economic
development, environmental development, personnel development,
mechanism development, rules and regulations, news and public relations

inclusive of management; 3) the guidelines verified in industrial policy
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reform were: promotion of technology transfer and the continuation on
research and development, international investment promotion, promotion
on eco-friendly manufacturing, personnel development in all levels,
information system development enhancing public and entrepreneur,
including manufacturing promotion and use of alternative energy.
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