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ASSTRACT

A study on cultural tourism potentiality of the Buddhist temples
aims; 1) to study tourism potentiality of the temples in Pathum Thani
province that can be developed to be source of cultural tourism. 2) To draw
up travel mapping that connected the temples which has potentiality to be
source of cultural tourism in Pathum Thani province. From data base of
Pathum Thani province, an interviewing of various organizations in Pathum
Thani province such as provincial cultural office, provincial tourism office,
Provincial buddhist office, and primary site investigation, 11 temples were
found as potential cultural tourism sources. Qualitative research was
conducted by data analysis and in-dept interview to temple abbots,
religious assistances, monks, community leaders totaling 44 people.
Quantitative research was conducted by questionnaires distribution to
tourists in temples, sample sizes were 384 people based on Cochran
formula, Forty five questionnaires were distributed for each temple totally
495 people. Sample size was selected by convenience sampling.

Qualitative research was found that there were many temples with

tourism potentiality in term of old places and materials. Ancient Buddha
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images, Sukhothai and Ayutthaya regime, were raised up for example.
Uposatha (temple) and pagoda like Chavedakong, Ancient venues were
norm architecture, Utilities supply such as water electrical, walkway, toilet,
and security system were in middle level because number of tourists, who
paid visit Buddhist temples in Pathum Thani were not too much in
comparison with other provinces. Grocery stores, install vendors, located in
community surrounding the temples. There were few install vendors
located in the temples. Quantitative research was found that most of
temples have beautiful scenery, wider spaces, historical resources, culture
and norms were found that most of temples have remarkable Ubosatha,
vihara, and Buddha images. Temples have traditional events with
communities. Religious activities; food offering to Buddhist monks, walking-
around pagoda in religious important days, to campaign laymen practice in
principles (Sila), listening Buddha teaching in important religions days.
Religions days. Temple tour was organized with tour guide in order to
provide information to tourists. Public relation offices were very minimum
both in temple premise and outside of temple, it is high recommendation
for improvement.

From analysis of temple location and public high way and few other
relevance factors such as food shop, temple tour schedule, and circle
communication, two cultural tourism route mappings were designed; first
route comprised of six temples, and second route comprised of 5 temples.
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