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ABSTRACT
The linguistic relativity hypothesis concerns the influence of language on
thought or cognition. The concept of this hypothesis is that different languages can
affect to speakers’ thought. The objective of this research is to test the relationship

between language and cognition of the semantic system of “Cutting Terms” of Thai
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speakers and northern Sgaw Karen speakers. It found that the semantic system of
“Cutting Terms” in northern Sgaw Karen classifies this terms based on the weight more
than Thai. Cognitive experiments of attention and categorization were conducted on
15 northern Sgaw Karen speakers and 15 Thai speakers. Statistics used for data analysis
were percentage and analysis of variance. The result of the cognitive experiments
revealed that northern Sgaw Karen paid more attention to and classified the objects
based on the weight more than Thai speakers corresponding to the pattern of

language. The results support the linguistic relativity hypothesis.
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