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ABSTRACT

This article arisen to study of the background of the military prime ministers
by using qualitative research method. Data was collected from governmental and
academic documents research together with in-depth interview from Political Science
and Political Communication experts. The research revealed that the background of
five leaders, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarajata and
General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh were born to the aristocratic families. While General
Prem Tinsulanonda and General Prayut Chan-o-cha had grown from a middle class
families. All 5 leaders were from civil servant and military families and graduated from
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy. Factors affecting the personality and
communication were mainly from background. Communication forms of all leaders
could be classified into two types; Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, General Prem
Tinsulanonda and General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh were soft-spoken, well-mannered,
honored the others, spoke cautiously and avoid making enemies. While Field Marshal
Sarit Dhanarajata and General Prayut Chan-o-cha had a similar unique communication
forms that were speaking in a loud, clear voice and stern look. About the information
content strategies, all 5 leaders chose an explicit content strategy; Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn, Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarajata and General Prem Tinsulanonda
selected speech as a main channel of communication and General Prayut Chan-o-cha
preferred official statement in a form of video clips. Whereas General Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh had no remarkable communication channel usage to communicate with

target political groups.

Keywords :
Backeround, Military Prime Minister, Communication strategy and Political

Communication
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