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Sanctuary in the 24th to 25th Buddhist Century
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the physical space changes in Phimai Town related to Phimai Sanctuary in
the 24th-25th Buddhist centuries by analyzing through concept of physical space changes. It was found that there
were changes in 3 significant durations 1. In the Late Ayutthaya Period, the Buddhist belief made some changes
around the main pagoda of Phimai Sanctuary. Moving the temple from outside of the Phimai Sanctuary’s wall to
be around the main pagoda of Phimai Sanctuary made some changes from a place of worship in Hinduism to a
Buddhist temple of Theravada Doctrine, this caused a ritual space for supporting Buddhism instead of the ritual
space of Hinduism century. 2.The duration was in the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), the coming of Western
countries made Siam reform the government and established of Monthon Tesapibal Administration in B.E. 2435
(1892). Phimai Town was upgraded to an Amphoe (District). Governmental spaces were constructed in the former

sacred spaces by borrowing the meaning of the center of Phimai Sanctuary and used the sermon halls around
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the main pagoda of Phimai Sanctuary as temporary district office. Finally, 3. The reign of King Vajiravudh (Rama
VI), knowledge of archeological sites that were widespread through the king, members of the royal family, and
high society affected by changes of surrounding spaces of the main pagoda. Moving the temple out of the sacred
mandala and physical spaces were provided for convenient visits as well as creating of governmental spaces in
front of the Phimai Sanctuary to conserve the main pagoda. Therefore, this was the beginning of a conservative
framework on archeological sites that affected the Phimai Sanctuary and the physical spaces of Phimai Town

concretely.
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