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Abstract

This is a qualitative study that aims to study the evolution of ventilators in Thai houses by dividing the
analysis into 4 topics: the use, sizes, materials, and patterns. The literature review was used as a study method
to select 20 case studies that represented major attributes of ventilators. Then, the fieldwork was conducted to
collect primary data for analysis. The results showed that the evolution of ventilators in Thai houses can be
divided into 4 important eras that conformed with the country’s socio-economic development: (1) Air Vents in
Traditional Thai House Era (before 1868); (2) Perforated Wood in Gingerbread House Era (1868 - 1966); (3) Industrial
Block after World War Il Era (1967 - 2009); and (4) Handcrafted breeze block in contemporary housing
(2010 - present). These evolutions of usage focused on the utilization of ventilation, receiving light, creating shade

and shadow, and building decoration. While, the size depends on the installation area, e.g., above windows and
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doors. As the material evolved from the perforated wood to concrete and the patterns have evolved from the

delicate motifs derived from flora to the industrial and geometric patterns.
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