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Abstract

This dissertation focuses on constructing a violin teaching methods guidebook based
on Leopold Auer's pedagogical principles for violin major students at Hainan Tropical Ocean
University, The People’s Republic of China. Leopold Auer, a renowned violinist and teacher,
developed a comprehensive approach to violin instruction that emphasizes technical
proficiency, artistic expression, individualized teaching, understanding musical styles,
performance preparation, and holistic musician development. This study explores how Auer's
methodologies can be adapted to fit the unique cultural and educational context of Hainan
Tropical Ocean University. Through a combination of literature review, interviews with experts
and students, and practical application, the guidebook aims to provide a structured and effective
curriculum that enhances the technical and artistic capabilities of violin major students. Key
recommendations include rigorous technical training, fostering expressive playing,
personalized instruction, performance skills development, and promoting a well-rounded
musical education. The guidebook seeks to bridge the gap between Auer's timeless methods
and contemporary violin pedagogy in China, contributing to the advancement of violin
education in the region.
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Introduction

As an ancient and popular instrument, the violin plays an important role in music
education. In order to help violin majors obtain better teaching results in Hainan Tropical
Ocean University, it is of great significance to construct a violin teaching method guide based
on Leopold Auer. Leopold Auer was one of the most important violin teachers of the 19™ and
20" centuries, and his teaching methods and principles had a profound impact on violin
education.

Research shows that a student's learning progress depends to a large extent on whethis
he has received appropriate teaching methods and learning guidance. The words of the great
violin educator Leopold Auer have a very complex effect on string teachers, especially when
preparing students to play orchestral selections. there are many aspects to the issues to be
studied, and students look to their private tutors as their first source of information and guidance

(Bai, 2022).
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Leopold Auer also focused on the development of students' knowledge of music theory.
He emphasized understanding the structure, tone and harmony of a piece and applying it to his
performance. He believes that knowledge of music theory is an important foundation for
improving the performance and an understanding in music (Ma, 2005).

In China, students usually focus on technical training and study of traditional music.
therefore, the guide should cover these aspects, provide exercises for technical training, as well
as, select repertoire that matches the student's interests and abilities (Zhang, 2010). To this end,
a set of violin teaching guide book suitable for Chinese students is summarized according to
the content of Leopold Auer violin teaching method for Chinese students.

Research Objectives

1) To study the violin teaching methods of Leopold Auer.

2) To construct a violin teaching methods guidebook of Leopold Auer for teaching
violin major students at Hainan Tropical Ocean University.

3) To experiment teaching by using the violin teaching methods guidebook.

4) To evaluate the results of teaching by using the violin teaching methods guidebook.

Research Methodology

In this study, the researchis adopted a mixed research method.

Qualitative research: Interview Guideline and Literature Reviews.

1) Interview Guideline: By interviewing experts to investigate the standards of the
violin major performance.

2) Literature Reviews: By Comparing many well-known Violin Teaching methods such
as Suzuki, Galamian and Auer.

3) Quantitative research: Experimental research and Performance test.

Experimental Research: Through the group experiment, the formative and summative
tests of students' professional ability will be conducted to compare the effectiveness of teaching
by using teaching guidebook.
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Figure 1 Conceptual Framework

Research Findings

Local adaptations based on Leopold Auer's traditional violin pedagogy were essential.
The special geographical and cultural background of Hainan Tropical Ocean College,
especially the influence of hot and humid climate on violin maintenance and students' learning
habits, requires special consideration and countermeasures in the teaching methods guide. This
requires teachers not only to focus on technical and musical cultivation, but also to flexibly
respond to the challenges that the environment may bring to teaching.

Integrating modern educational techniques into the Leopold Auer violin pedagogy is
both a challenge and an opportunity. Through the introduction of online resources, digital
music, interactive learning platform and other modern teaching tools, can greatly improve the
teaching interaction and students' learning enthusiasm. This modern approach makes Leopold
Auer's teaching philosophy more vivid and accessible, and gives students access to a wide
range of learning resources.
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The research in paper is summarized and the following conclusions are drawn: Leopold
Auer's teaching method emphasizes personalized teaching and the development of technical
skills and musicality. Auer emphasized the importance of correct posture, intonation, bow
control and rhythm, which are the foundations of advanced technique. Auer believes in
incorporating emotional expression into playing and cultivating a deep connection with the
instrument. Auer's teaching method, which combines technical rigor with musical
interpretation, has had a significant impact, especially when teaching at the St. Petersburg
Conservatory. Research in Europe and China highlights the effectiveness of Auer's method in
modern violin teaching and its impact on improving performance. The results of the interviews
with the three experts confirm Auer's influence in the field of violin education and globally,
providing valuable teaching methods and practices for cultivating outstanding violinists.

In Leopold Auer's violin pedagogy, both technical development and musical
understanding are emphasized, which is particularly important in violin teaching. In the
teaching of Hainan Tropical Ocean University, the importance of combining technology and
musicality is emphasized, and the teaching method guide enables students to master the
technology and understand the emotion and style of music works deeply. This not only helps
to develop students' musical expression skills, but also inspires their love of music and further
exploration.

Finally, the objective and comprehensive evaluation of teaching results is the key to
improve teaching quality. Establish a feedback mechanism that includes both the assessment
of students' technical level and music understanding ability, as well as students' feedback on
teaching methods, teaching materials and teaching environment. This two-way evaluation and
feedback helps teachers adjust teaching strategies in time to better meet students' learning
needs. At the same time, in combination with the teaching environment of Hainan Tropical
Ocean College and the characteristics of students, through both technical and musical training,
as well as the use of modern teaching resources, to improve students' violin playing ability and
music literacy. Through this research, it is expected to provide valuable reference and
inspiration for the field of violin education and promote the innovation and development of
music education.

Auer’s violin teaching

1. Technical basis

Auer emphasizes a solid foundation of technology. He believes that mastering basic
techniques is a necessary condition for improving violin performance. His methods include:

1) Scales and arpeggios: Practicing scales and arpeggios is used to train intonation,
finger strength and agility.

2) Etudes and exercises: Use the research of composers such as Kreutzer, Rode and
Dont to address specific technical challenges.

2. Artistic expression

Auer pays attention not only to technical level, but also to artistic expression. He knows
that students interpret music with emotional depth and personal style.

The main aspects include:

1) Phrase and dynamics: Understand and execute musical phrases and dynamics to
convey the emotional content of the work.

2) Vibrato and bow techniques: Use vibrato and different bow techniques to enhance
expressiveness and sound quality.
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3. Personalize your approach

Auer teaches differently according to each student's unique strengths and weaknesses.
Design targeted exercises to solve individual technical problems according to the different
degrees of each person. At the same time, choose the repertoire suitable for the current level
and potential of students, and gradually increase the complexity of the repertoire.

4. Musicality and style

Auer stressed the importance of musicality and understanding different styles. He
encourages students to study the works of different composers, become familiar with the works
of different composers and historical periods, and develop a versatile playing style. Understand
how to analyze musical scores and understand the nuances of the composer's intention and
style.

5. Teaching practice

Auer prepares students for teaching practical situations, on stage, emphasizing that
students remain composed and confident. Play the piece at your best.

6. Overall development

Auer believes in the well-rounded development of musicians and encourages students
to gain a broader understanding of musical knowledge, history, and playing techniques to
become well-rounded musicians.

Through the above content, we discussed the current situation of Leopold Auer teaching
method combined with expert interviews and guidance, and we can draw the following
conclusions: 1) From the data research results, through the empirical investigation of Auer
violin teaching, we found that the 10 students who adopted Leopold Auer teaching method
achieved significantly better results than other students who were not selected in terms of skills,
performance and music understanding. This data fully proves the superiority of Leopold Auer
teaching method in practical teaching. 2) According to the experimental research results, the
Leopold Auer method was positively evaluated by both teachers and students in the practice
process. The teachers think that this teaching method is helpful to improve the teaching
efficiency and cultivate the students' music quality better. Students believe that this teaching
method makes them more interested in learning the violin, and improves their learning
enthusiasm.

Summary of Interview

1. Purpose and objectives of this teaching guide

The purpose of this interview is to collect the understanding of experienced violinists,
educators and students, and to construct a teaching guide for Hainan Tropical Marine College
based on Leopold Auer's teaching method. The main objectives include :1) Adjusting Auer's
teaching methods and understanding how to adjust Auer's principles to the geographical culture
and educational background of Hainan Tropical Marine College. 2) Improve the teaching
effect: find ways to improve the violin teaching effect of professional students.

2. Educational background of the interviewed experts

1) Famous violinists: professional violinists with rich experience in playing and
teaching.

2) Music Educator: Professors and lecturers with a background in violin teaching.

3) Current student: Violin major student of Hainan Tropical Ocean College, feedback
on learning experience.
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3. Survey results

Technical basis

1) Alignment with Auer's approach: Respondents agreed that a strong technical
foundation, as emphasized by Auer, is critical. This includes rigorous practice of scales,
arpeggios and etudes.

2) Localization adjustment: Some modifications are required to accommodate the
unique needs and learning styles of Chinese students. Incorporating elements of traditional
Chinese music can make the practice more appealing.

3) Artistic expression: Both educators and students emphasized the importance of
cultivating emotional expression in play. They recommend a combination of exercises that
focus on dynamic, trill sounds. Respondents agreed on the need to respect and incorporate
Chinese musical traditions and expressions in order to make teaching more practical and
relevant to the public.

4) Personalised approach: Respondents stressed the importance of targeting students'
needs and abilities to meet the individual student, which is consistent with Auer's approach to
teaching. This includes setting specific goals for each student and choosing an appropriate
repertoire. According to the targeted teaching, regular feedback and adjustment of student
progress to ensure continuous improvement.

In the summary of "Leopold Aue Violin Teaching Method Guide" written by violin
major students of Hainan Tropical Ocean College, we can sort out and summarize the full text.
First of all, combined with the above content, the teaching guide comprehensively covers the
basic skills of violin playing, music theory, practice and other key details. It not only provides
detailed text explanations, graphic presentations, but also video tutorials to meet the diverse
learning needs of different students. Through systematic learning, students can master the key
techniques of violin playing in a short time and improve their playing skills. In the process of
compiling the teaching guide, it fully absorbed the excellent violin teaching results at home
and abroad, and combined with the actual situation of Hainan Tropical Oceanography College,
formed a set of targeted and practical teaching system. This teaching guide is guided by the
scientific teaching concept and integrates the practical experience of violin playing to provide
students with a set of systematic and comprehensive learning methods.

Evaluate the results of teaching by using the violin teaching

This text compares the teaching effects of the violin teaching method. The results show
that the experimental group made significant leaps in music theory, technique, and performance
skills. Firstly, the average score of the experimental group in the music theory test increased
by 15% compared to the control group, indicating that the violin teaching method helps
students to deeply understand music theory. Technically, the average score of the experimental
group in the violin performance skill test was 20% highis than that of the control group, proving
that the violin teaching method can effectively improve technical levels. This furthis illustrates
that the violin teaching method can significantly improve performance levels. The violin
teaching method has a significant effect on improving students' music theory, technique, and
performance abilities, and can cultivate music literacy, aesthetics, and innovative capabilities.
In music education in our country, the promotion and application of the violin teaching method
is of great significance. However, it should be noted that this teaching method is not suitable
for all students, and teachers should adjust according to the actual situation. At the same time,
the violin teaching method should be combined with othis teaching methods to achieve the best
teaching effect.
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Discussion

As an important teaching method in the field of violin education, Leopold Auer
teaching method was introduced into the violin teaching of Hainan Tropical Ocean College.
After adopting the Leopold Auer teaching method, violin students at Hainan Tropical Ocean
College have significantly improved their skills (Li, 2016). The Leopold Auer method focused
on the systematic training of students' violin skills, such as finger independence, intonation,
rhythm and so on. The teachers of Hainan Tropical Ocean College found that through the
implementation of Leopold Auer teaching method, the students have made significant progress
in violin playing skills and their performance level has been improved. In addition, the
construction of teaching resources should be strengthened, and schools should furthis increase
their investment in violin teaching, including the purchase of more teaching equipment, the
provision of more playing venues, and the provision of more teaching materials (Lin, 2021).
Introducing excellent teachers, training existing teachers, encouraging teachers to participate
in professional training and othis ways to improve the level of violin teaching teachers.
Strengthen academic exchanges, share teaching resources, and jointly improve teaching
quality. Regular violin teaching seminars are held, and well-known violin education experts at
home and abroad are invited to give lectures to share teaching experience and improve the
teaching level of teachers (Zhan, 2021).

It is crucial to compile a guidebook on Leopold Aue's violin teaching method for
students majoring in violin at Hainan Tropical Ocean Academy. Leopold Aue's teaching
method has had a profound impact worldwide, with its unique educational concepts and
techniques becoming a key part of the violin education field. Students majoring in violin at
Hainan Tropical Ocean Academy, despite their love for music, face issues such as a shortage
of'teachers and a lack of teaching resources. therefore, writing a targeted teaching method guide
can effectively improve students' learning effectiveness and promote their progress in violin
playing. Leopold Aue's teaching method emphasizes the cultivation of students' basic skills,
such as correct bow hold, bowing techniques, and the accuracy of finger placement. These
fundamental skills are crucial to violin playing and are directly related to the player's tone,
tuning, and rhythm. When writing the guide, it should be combined with the actual situation of
the students, explaining the importance of these fundamental skills and using data to support it
(Han, 1986). For example, research shows that the correct bow hold can improve pitch stability,
reduce finger fatigue, and enhance playing effect. In addition, Leopold Aue's teaching method
emphasizes enhancing students' musical literacy, including music theory, form analysis, and
music appreciation. Improving musical literacy helps students understand violin pieces more
deeply and enhance their performance expression. At the same time, Leopold Aue's teaching
method advocates the combination of practice and theory, encouraging students to participate
in concerts, competitions, and othis activities to enhance their playing skills and stage
experience. The guide should advise students to actively participate in various music activities
to improve their practical skills and introduce relevant theoretical research as evidence.
Compiling a guidebook on Leopold Aue's teaching method for violin students at Hainan
Tropical Ocean Academy is extremely necessary (Shi, 2020). By using data, examples, and
theoretical research, fully elaborating on the importance of this teaching method for students
to improve their violin playing skills and musical literacy, it is expected that this guidebook
can help students achieve better results in violin playing.
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Recommendation
1. Practical Recommendations

According to the results of this study, the researchers' teaching experience for many
years and some problems found in the research process are combined.

This study is mainly aimed at the violin performance major of Hainan Tropical
Oceanography University. It is suggested that this study should be applied to the teaching of
violin performance.

It is suggested that a violin teaching guide book suitable for schools should be written
according to the steps of this study, according to the requirements of schools, according to the
talent training plan and teaching syllabus.

The teaching plan model can be further optimized to make it more in line with the
teaching form of violin teaching and guidance course, not adhering to the template of the
original course teaching plan, and more scientific, reasonable and detailed.

It is suggested that on the basis of violin teaching, stage teaching should be
strengthened, and even extended to stage performance to make students' performance ability
more natural.

Finally, violin teachers should constantly improve their professional level, and
constantly update their knowledge and teaching methods. This can be achieved through
participation in master classes, research and teaching exchanges to better guide students'
systematic and targeted learning and development.

2. Recommendation for future research

In the future, Chinese violin education will continue to emphasize personalized
teaching and the cultivation of expression skills. Teachers will pay more attention to tapping
the potential and talents of each student and cultivating their unique artistic style. At the same
time, students will also be encouraged to develop their own musical language to express
personality and emotions.

With the further provision of educational resources and the continuous strengthening
of teacher training, we can expect Leopold Auer's teaching methods to be more widely
disseminated and applied to benefit more violin students. Through enhanced training for
educators and music teachers, as well as the establishment of more music education schools
and resource centers, there are more opportunities to upgrade the educational level and
professionalism of teachers. Strengthen teacher training and exchange activities to improve
teachers' teaching ability and artistic accomplishment. Education departments and schools will
also increase their support for violin education, providing more educational resources and
opportunities.

The purpose of this study is to make an in-depth study of Leopold Auer's violin teaching
methods, build a teaching guide for violin students in Hainan Tropical Ocean College on this
basis, evaluate the teaching effect, and make suggestions for future research. We put forward
several suggestions: to strengthen the study of Auer teaching method and seek more effective
teaching strategies; Introduce diversified teaching methods, attach importance to teacher
training, and improve the teaching level and professional quality of teachers. By learning from
ORR's teaching philosophy, we have provided a practical and innovative educational guide for
violin students at Hainan Tropical Marine College. Through the evaluation of the education
effect, the future research direction is put forward to further improve the overall level of violin
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education in our country, and provide useful reference for the development of violin education
field. In the future education practice, we will continue to explore and research to make greater
contributions to the cause of violin education in our country.
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