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Abstract

This research was a Mixed-Method Research that aimed to explore problems relating
to English language teaching and learning, solutions, and needs on English language teaching
development of early childhood teachers in a town municipality, Songkhla Province. The
samples were 30 early childhood teachers who taught English in the second semester, academic
year 2023 using purposive sampling. The research instruments were questionnaires, classroom
observation, and informal interviews. Statistics used for quantitative data were frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation, whereas content analysis was used to analyze
qualitative data.

The findings revealed that 1) the early childhood teachers’ English language teaching
and learning problems were high. Lacking experts and an English curriculum for early
childhood children, the teachers’ lack of English knowledge and skills and English teaching
skills for early childhood children, lacking teaching materials, and extra work were the main
problems. 2) Organizing training regularly and continually, developing the municipality’s
English curriculum, increasing the budget for teaching materials, and finding experts to help
consult were suggested as solutions. The Division of Education in the town municipality should
cooperate with the teachers and experts in English language teaching and early children
education to help consider possibilities and work out the suggested solutions. 3) The teachers
needed to attend the seminar and training at a high level on the principles, techniques, and
approaches of English language teaching and learning, classroom language, and teaching
materials and technology usage for early childhood children. It can be concluded that the
teachers have perceived and been aware of their English teaching problems, and self-
development in English language teaching and learning was seen as important.

Keywords: Needs of early childhood teachers; English teaching problems and solutions;
English teaching and learning development
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