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Abstract

This study aims to examine the sketching concept and aesthetic value in
contemporary Chinese oil painter Xin Dongwang's artistic creation, with a particular focus on
how sketching techniques serve as a unique medium for emotional and philosophical
expression.

The research employs a qualitative methodology combining artistic analysis and
theoretical research through case studies and literature review. The study analyzes two
representative works by Xin Dongwang: "Mountains and Rivers" and "Growth", using visual
analysis techniques and theoretical framework examination. Research tools include artwork
documentation analysis, historical context review, and comparative analysis of traditional and
contemporary sketching techniques.

Data analysis involves systematic examination of artistic elements, technical
approaches, and philosophical implications in Xin Dongwang's works, supported by relevant
literature on Chinese oil painting development and sketching traditions.

The findings reveal that Xin Dongwang's sketching techniques uniquely bridge
traditional Chinese aesthetics and modern oil painting methods. The research demonstrates
that his sketching approach: (1) integrates traditional techniques with contemporary
expression, (2) achieves profound emotional depth through direct observation of nature and
life, and (3) establishes a distinctive oil painting style with Chinese cultural characteristics.
These findings contribute to both the theoretical understanding of contemporary Chinese oil
painting and the practical development of sketching techniques in modern artistic creation.
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Introduction

Xin Dongwang is one of the important figures in contemporary Chinese oil painting
art (Huang Mei., 2015). His creation always adheres to the traditional method of sketching,
emphasizing the expression of inner emotions and thoughts through direct observation of
nature, life and people (Li Zonghan & Gao Fei, 2010). Xin Dongwang's works deeply reflect
the images of traditional Chinese art, while integrating Western oil painting techniques and
forms of expression (Li Xiaodong, 2017). The role of sketching in his artistic creation is not
limited to the training of skills, but as a tool for him to express personal emotions and observe
the world, which makes his works have deeper ideological connotations and emotional
thickness (Lin Min, 2010). Through sketching, Xin Dongwang can truly show the changes in
natural light and shadow, color levels and the spiritual outlook of characters on the canvas,
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showing his unique understanding and deep insight into nature, society and human nature
(Sun Li, 2017).

His representative works "Mountains and Rivers" and "Growth" show his
understanding of nature and life through the detailed description of mountains, rivers and
people (Wang Lei, 2012). The scenes in these works are not just visual reproductions, but also
inject his deep reflection on the meaning of life and the relationship between man and nature
into his works (Wu Zhigang, 2009). Especially in "Mountains and Rivers", Xin Dongwang
showed the magnificent scene of nature through meticulous sketching techniques, and at the
same time portrayed the changes of natural light and shadow and the echoes between
mountains and rivers through delicate brushstrokes, thus reflecting the fusion of nature and
human emotions (Zhao Songbo, 2011). In "Growth", the relationship between the characters
and the natural environment is particularly prominent (Xu Beihong, 2005). Xin Dongwang
showed his pursuit of vitality, growth process and human spirit through the detailed
description of the characters' postures and expressions (Zhu Ming, 2019).

Research Objectives

1.To explore how Xin Dongwang uses sketching to express artistic concepts and
aesthetic values through a detailed analysis of his oil paintings.

2.To explore Xin Dongwang's unique methods of using sketching, sketching
techniques, emotional expression, and artistic innovation.

Research Methodology

1. Research Design

This research adopts a qualitative methodology to explore the sketching concept and
aesthetic value in Xin Dongwang's oil paintings. The research design combines document
analysis and case study approaches to achieve a comprehensive understanding of both
theoretical foundations and practical applications in his artistic works. Through this design,
the study aims to systematically examine how sketching techniques interact with aesthetic
values in contemporary Chinese oil painting practices.

2. Population and Sample

The population of this study encompasses Xin Dongwang's complete oil painting
portfolio, with particular focus on two representative works: "Mountains and Rivers" and
"Growth". These works were selected through purposive sampling based on their
exemplification of his sketching techniques and philosophical expressions. This selection
enables an in-depth examination of how sketching techniques interact with aesthetic values in
his artistic creation.

3. Research Tools

This study employs two primary research tools. First, a document analysis framework
is structured to systematically review academic literature, art criticism, and historical
documentation. Second, a visual analysis protocol focuses on technical elements, aesthetic
composition, and philosophical implications within the selected artworks. These tools are
designed to ensure comprehensive data collection and analysis across both theoretical and
practical dimensions.
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4. Data Collection
Data collection proceeds through two primary channels. The first involves gathering
visual documentation of the selected artworks through exhibition catalogs and artwork
portfolios. The second focuses on collecting theoretical and critical materials from academic
databases including CNKI and Google Scholar, encompassing journal articles, academic
monographs, and art criticism reviews. This dual approach ensures comprehensive coverage
of both visual and theoretical aspects of the research subject.
5. Data Analysis
The data analysis process follows a systematic approach combining thematic analysis
and content analysis. Through thematic analysis, the study identifies key patterns in sketching
techniques, aesthetic expressions, and philosophical themes. Content analysis examines how
these elements interact within individual works and across Xin Dongwang's artistic practice.
This analytical process enables the identification of significant patterns and relationships
within the collected data.
6. Conceptual Framework
The conceptual framework establishes the theoretical foundation for understanding
how sketching serves as both a technical tool and a medium for aesthetic expression. This
framework examines three key dimensions:
1) Technical Dimension: Examining sketching techniques and their application
in oil painting
2) Aesthetic Dimension: Analyzing visual composition and emotional expression
3) Philosophical Dimension: Investigating the relationship between artistic
technique and philosophical meaning
Through this framework, the study explores how traditional Chinese artistic
principles merge with contemporary oil painting methods in Xin Dongwang's work, providing
insights into the role of sketching in modern Chinese art practices.

Research Results

This study, through a detailed analysis of Xin Dongwang's oil paintings, reveals the
specific manifestation of his sketching concept in his creation, and analyzes the aesthetic
value carried by these works. The research results will be analyzed from multiple dimensions
such as sketching techniques, emotional expression, artistic innovation and aesthetic value,
focusing on how Xin Dongwang expresses artistic concepts through sketching, how to
improve the aesthetic level of his works through technical innovation, and the cultural
connotation and aesthetic value reflected in his works.

1. The application of sketching techniques in Xin Dongwang's oil paintings

Through a detailed analysis of Xin Dongwang's oil paintings, it can be seen that his
sketching techniques occupy an important position in the creation of his works. Xin
Dongwang's sketching is not only a superficial reproduction of natural scenes, but also
integrates the colors, light and shadow, structure and other elements of nature into personal
artistic expression through delicate technical processing.
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Delicate and changeable use of colors: Xin Dongwang pays special attention to the
use and changes of colors in the process of sketching. He cleverly presents the changes in
light and shadow, cold and warm tones in natural scenes through the layered color smearing
of oil paintings. For example, in the work "Mountains and Rivers", he used the contrast
between strong warm tones and cool cold tones to vividly express the grandeur and delicate
beauty of nature. This precise use of color not only makes the work dynamic, but also gives it
a rich emotional level.

Emotional injection of sketching objects: In Xin Dongwang's sketching techniques,
he not only pays attention to the form and color of the scenery, but also pays more attention to
conveying inner emotions through the picture. In his work "Growth", through the careful
observation and expression of the growth process of trees, Xin Dongwang gave the natural
scene a sense of life and emotional depth. This way of sketching is not only a depiction of the
objective world, but also an expression of subjective emotions. He expresses his awe and
respect for the vitality of nature through the details in his works, such as the branches and
leaves of trees and the projection of light.

Expression of light and shadow and space: Xin Dongwang is good at using light and
shadow effects to express the three-dimensionality and spatial sense of sketching objects. In
"Mountains and Rivers", he used the light and shadow effects of alternating light and dark to
sketch the undulating mountains, and cleverly expressed the layering and sense of distance of
the mountains. In addition, he shows the depth of space through the precise grasp of
perspective in his works, making the picture present a three-dimensional visual effect.

2. Emotional expression in Xin Dongwang's works

Sketching, as an important part of Xin Dongwang's artistic creation, is not only the
application of techniques, but also an important way to express emotions. In Xin Dongwang's
oil paintings, the fusion of sketching techniques and emotions reflects his unique feelings
about nature and life. Through sketching, Xin Dongwang organically combines his own
emotions with artistic creation, conveying a strong artistic atmosphere and spiritual
connotation.

Expression of vitality in natural scenes: Xin Dongwang's oil paintings show the
vitality in natural scenes through sketching. For example, in the work "Growth", he conveys
the themes of growth, change, and continuation of life by depicting the branches and leaves of
trees and the details under the sun. His paintings show the self-evident life force in nature,
and also express his respect and perception of vitality.

Artistic presentation of daily life: Xin Dongwang's works are not limited to sketching
of natural scenes, he also reflects the details of daily life through sketching. For example, the
work "Morning Light" shows a peaceful and harmonious state of life through sketching the
scene in the morning sun. Through this meticulous sketching, Xin Dongwang has endowed
daily life scenes with unique artistic charm, making ordinary scenes glow with new vitality.

Unity of emotion and picture expression: The emotional expression in Xin
Dongwang's sketches is not a simple emotional catharsis, but an effect of unity with emotional
expression through delicate picture construction. In the work "Mountains and Rivers", the
mountains and rivers in the picture show the painter's inner peace and deep understanding of
nature through the changes of light and shadow and the layering of colors. This way of
expressing emotions gives the picture a deeper connotation, and also allows the audience to
feel the emotional fluctuations conveyed by the painter through sketching when appreciating
the work.
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3. Artistic innovation and aesthetic characteristics in Xin Dongwang's works

Xin Dongwang's oil paintings are not only the inheritance of traditional sketching
techniques, but also innovations based on sketching, so that his works present a unique artistic
style. In terms of aesthetic characteristics, his works show a high degree of visual impact and
spiritual layering, while at the same time, through delicate sketching techniques, he gives the
works profound emotional connotations and artistic value.

Artistic innovation of sketching concepts: Xin Dongwang has created a unique
artistic language through the artistic transformation of sketching. On the basis of traditional
sketching techniques, he added his own artistic concepts and emotional expressions, making
the works innovative. For example, in the work "Growth", Xin Dongwang explored the
relationship between the philosophy of life and nature through the depiction of the growth
process of trees, giving the sketching works a deeper philosophical thinking.

Innovation in composition and space: In the work "Mountains and Rivers", Xin
Dongwang used a unique composition method to make the scene in the picture present a sense
of fluidity and movement. Through different perspectives and spatial arrangements, he made
the work present a three-dimensional spatial effect. This composition innovation makes the
picture not only have a sense of form, but also have a sense of depth and richness of space.

Enhancement of aesthetic value: Xin Dongwang's oil paintings show a strong
personal style and unique aesthetic value through sketching. Innovations in color, light and
shadow, composition and other aspects make his works have distinct artistic characteristics.
At the same time, the emotional depth and ideological depth expressed by his sketches also
enhance the aesthetic level of his works, which have high artistic value and collection value.

Through the analysis of Xin Dongwang's oil paintings, this study found that Xin
Dongwang's sketching concept has multiple functions in his artistic creation. It is not only a
tool for the expression of techniques, but also an important way to express emotions and
thoughts. Through the artistic treatment of sketching, Xin Dongwang's works show unique
aesthetic value, profound cultural connotation and innovative artistic style. Xin Dongwang's
refinement of sketching techniques and the strengthening of emotional expression make his
works full of vitality and artistic tension, and also make his creation occupy an important
position in the field of Chinese oil painting.

Discussion

Based on the research findings, several key points emerge for discussion regarding
Xin Dongwang's use of sketching techniques and their aesthetic value in contemporary
Chinese oil painting.

First, the research reveals how Xin Dongwang's sketching approach successfully
bridges traditional Chinese aesthetics with modern oil painting techniques. This integration is
particularly evident in works like "Mountains and Rivers," where traditional Chinese
landscape principles merge with Western oil painting methods. This synthesis raises important
questions about the evolution of contemporary Chinese art and how artists can meaningfully
combine different artistic traditions.
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Second, the findings demonstrate that Xin Dongwang's sketching technique serves as
more than just a technical foundation—it functions as a philosophical and emotional medium.
His work "Growth" exemplifies how sketching can transcend mere representation to convey
deeper meanings about life, nature, and human experience. This raises significant questions
about the role of traditional techniques in modern artistic expression and how they can be
adapted to convey contemporary themes and emotions.

Third, the research highlights the relationship between technical innovation and
aesthetic value in Xin Dongwang's work. His unique approach to color, composition, and light
demonstrates how traditional sketching techniques can be reimagined to create new forms of
artistic expression. This suggests important implications for how contemporary artists might
approach the evolution of traditional techniques while maintaining their essential cultural and
aesthetic values.

These findings contribute to the broader discourse on the development of
contemporary Chinese oil painting and raise important questions about the future direction of
Chinese art education and practice. They particularly highlight the need to consider how
traditional techniques can remain relevant and vital in contemporary artistic expression while
preserving their cultural significance.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis of Xin Dongwang's oil paintings, this study has drawn the
following main conclusions:

The core position of sketching in Xin Dongwang's artistic creation: Xin Dongwang's
artistic creation is deeply influenced by sketching techniques. Through the careful observation
and artistic treatment of natural scenes, Xin Dongwang's works show a strong concept of
sketching. His sketching is not only a superficial reproduction of natural scenes, but also a
fusion of techniques, emotions and ideas, which gives his works deeper connotations and
emotional expressions. Sketching, as the basic method of his creation, constitutes one of the
core characteristics of his artistic style.

The refinement of sketching techniques and the depth of emotional expression: In
Xin Dongwang's works, sketching techniques are closely linked to emotional expression.
Through the innovative use of color, light and shadow, and composition, Xin Dongwang is
able to convey rich emotions and thoughts in his works. His works not only reproduce natural
scenes, but also inject his profound thinking about nature, life and human emotions. The
emotional levels expressed by Xin Dongwang through sketching make his works have a high
artistic appeal.

Artistic innovation enhances aesthetic value: Xin Dongwang innovated on the basis
of traditional sketching techniques, making his works present a unique artistic style and
aesthetic value. Through delicate techniques and personalized artistic expression, his sketches
not only reproduce nature, but also give it spirituality and philosophy. Xin Dongwang's
creative style not only inherits the tradition of sketching, but also breaks through the
limitations of traditional sketching techniques, promoting the diversified development of
Chinese oil painting creation.
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The interaction between sketching and aesthetic value: This study shows that
sketching is not only a manifestation of technique, but also has a close relationship with
aesthetic value. Xin Dongwang has refined and innovated sketching techniques to give his
works a higher aesthetic level. Through sketching, the natural scenes of the works are
penetrated by emotions, and the artist's personal spirit and philosophical thinking are
reflected, which makes Xin Dongwang's works transcend pure visual art and achieve a high
degree of integration of thought and emotion.

Recommendation

Based on the research findings, this study offers three key recommendations:

1. For Art Education Art educators should emphasize sketching not merely as a
technical skill, but as a fundamental medium for emotional and philosophical expression.
Teaching methods should incorporate Xin Dongwang's approach of combining traditional
techniques with contemporary expression.

2. For Contemporary Artists Artists should explore innovative approaches to
sketching in oil painting, focusing on integrating traditional Chinese aesthetic principles with
modern artistic expressions. This integration can enhance the depth and cultural significance
of contemporary art creation.

3. For Future Research Further studies should examine the interdisciplinary aspects
of sketching in contemporary Chinese oil painting, particularly investigating how traditional
techniques adapt to modern artistic contexts. Additional research on Xin Dongwang's artistic
philosophy and its influence on Chinese art development is also recommended.
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