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Abstract

The research entitled “Performance identities in Sukhothai festivals” aims to study 1)
forms, components, and methods of traditional dance in the festivals of Sukhothai province,2)
the identities through the performances. Documents,textbooks, related researches, and
interviewing with those who are involved in the shows were gathered and collected. The
research tools in the data documenting were non-participating observation and interview forms
associated with the cultural and festival information which is considered as the identities in
each subdistrict. Ten informants were elicited combining, analyzing, concluding the data
according to the objectives as the issues mentioned.

The results found that 1) group dance between lad and lass and female dance group
were practically shown dancing through the parade with the musical rhythm or on the stage.
The components were 1.Performers 2. Place 3. Occasion 4. Unique and local costume 5. Sound
; leading melody and controlling rhythm instruments. In terms of dancing process, parts of
body ; head and body, hands, arms, legs and feet were employed. 2) the identities of the
performances in seven subdistricts were divided into two parts ; 1. Parade patterns 2 .
Performative steps 3.Costume ; 1.Top 2. Sarong 3. Sash or Breast cloth

Keywords: Identity; Performance; Festivals.
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